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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 


ff two issues for 1980, ‘close together’ 
and ‘at the end of the year'...it may be off the press by midnight on 
the 31st(NS). All equipment seems to be working well, and the large 
portion of the print shop is now well-enough weather-sealed that it 
can probably be heated well enough to make the press comfortable (if 
not the pressman) in all except very cold and windy weather. 


As promised, here are the li 


The need for a larger generator is assuming critical proportions---ic 
is tial in order to put into operation the process camera (for 
che making of negatives for the printing plates) and a yet-to-be lo- 
cated or devised plate-burner——which would make the entire process 
possible here at the Community. While this has long been desirable, 
it is now essential. For two years, LIVING ORTHODOXY has been made 
possible only by the generosity and kindness of a local printer, who 
has trained the pressman for it and allowed the use of his facili- 
ties for the making of plates. While there is no internal stress in 
that relationship, there 1s reason to fear that he may soon come un- 
der pressure from other local organization to permit the same kind 
of arrangement for them---which he cannot afford to do. The search 
is on, but more than looking is needed--~also prayer that a suitable 
unit may be found (a new one would cost several thousand $$), and 
that funds may be available for its purchase when it is located. 
Again, the specifications: 5KW or more, preferably both 3-phase and 
single-phase, 220VAC and 110VAC (60 cycle), with a water-cooled en- 
gine in reasonable condition. 


We didn't quite reach the target of 200 subscribers by the end of 
the year (187 as we go to press, but about 30 of those expiring at 
this issue....hopefully to be renewed), but were pushed over the 
critical by a generous bulk-order for 100 copies of each is- 
sue. While this scarcely makes the Press wealthy, it does make it 
possible to withold any increase in subscription rates until the 
end of 1981---barring major price increases for postage or plai 
materials (sufficient paper for the year has already been purchased.) 
Tentatively, a decision has been made to ‘pay’ those who work on the 
production of the magazine and the continuing construction of the 
Press building-—-at the rate of $1.00/hr. Hopefully, this will con- 
tinue to be possible! 
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CHRIST IS BORN: GLORIFY HIM! 


The Song of the Church is the song of the Incarnation---a profound 
rejoicing that be have been delivered from the bondage of fallen Cre~ 
ation because the Lord of all Glory has deigned to cake upon Him- 
self that which is unutterably alien to Him: indeed, our own bon- 
dage and limicedness. The Uncreated One has made Himself one with 
created mankind, and in His becoming Man, He has made it possible 
for man to become god. 


‘This unutterable humility and condescension sets the tone for the 
celebration of the Nativity and Theophany (for the two are in real- 
ity one), and defines the manner in which we ourselves must approach 
it if we are to thereby come a bit closer to our own salvation and 
divinization. Yes, the words are bold--~man become God?!-~-but so 
also is the Event. 


It is entirely fitting that we should prepare ourselves for this 
celebration by a prolonged period of intensified prayer and fasting 
and that this prayerful attitude not be overcome in the last few 
days by a hectic preparation, a tempting foretaste of the enticing 
festal foods being prepared for che celebration---even a forgetful- 
ness of what all the activity is about. It is, after all, the cele- 
bration of an Event which occurred under far from festal circum- 
stances: a Birth in a cave, far from family and friends, indeed far 
from the world itself (and, needless to say, without benefit of 
‘advanced medical care'!). We would perhaps do becter to skip some 
of the more elaborate festivities, some of the more delectable com- 
forts, and to share more immediately in the simplicity and harsh- 
ness of that Cave, a stable for beasts of burden, which so little 
resembled our own comfortable firesides. 


Were we able to lower ourselves even to that degree, we might per- 
haps be better able to understand what it meant for the Lord of Hosts 
to enter into the womb of a virgin, to be born amongst the men (and 
beasts) of this world as a helpless infant----forced to flee for 

his life into an alien land, a land of bondage and slavery to the 
fleshly life, lest he share the fate of the thousands murdered in 

the interests of destroying him. 


Tha: destruction, even though remote from us in time, i 
more in reality: it continues even in our own day, and iz is all toa 
likely that many of us shall see not its abatement, but rather 
intensification. The ‘wicked Herod'---the spirit of this world, o 
demonic jealousy,---is yet all too much with us. By it, even yer the 
endeavour to destroy Christ God continues. Whether by Moslem (and in 
a false spirit of ‘brotherly love’, let us not forget that che mass- 
acres of Christians in che Middle East are not far behind us, and in~ 
deed even though somewhat abated continue even now) or Atheist, by 
Righcist or Leftist, there has been no cessation of the attempt to 
oblicerate from the face of the earth the very Name and memory o! 

the Lord Jesus the Christ. No less deadly than murder by sword i 

the murder by ‘intelligence’ which is so vigorously carried out in 
the ‘learned academies’ of the world, where presumptuous and proud 
man undertakes to ‘demythologize’ the Bible, to dictate what "can 
happen’ and what ‘can't happen 


Nelplessness; defencelessness--these are the characteristics of the 
Infant God. Not as a powerful Angel did He est Himself, not 
even as a well-protected King of noble birth as unprote:ted 


and even Largely unrecognized Son of » common carpenter and a quite 
ordinary young girl—-concerning whom, no doubt, unsavory rumors cir- 
culated even then, as they were to da se later, and even into our 
own day. Dare we humble ourse! much? Dare we lay aside our 
titles of nobility (whether social or intellectual), our emblems o 


honor and accomplishment, to lie beside that helpless Infant in a 
neighboring feed-bin? To be carried alongside Him into alienation 
and exile (as indeed many of those in whom He dwells even today 
live)? To grow up as his neighbor in Mudville (‘Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?!)? Or are we so bound by our pride that we are 
too good for Him? 


As if that weren't enough, years later, as a grown man, He left His 
comfortable village life to begin the pilgrimage which was certain 

to lead to His death---and how did He begin it? By a spectacular re~ 
velation? By a mass meeting? By a press conference? No-—-by cast- 
ing His lot with common sinners, those who were not too impressed by 
their own virtues to heed the intemperate and unsettling trumpet-call 
of the Forerunner to ‘Repent and be baptized’. Along with them, and 
superficially indistinguishable from them, He gave Himself up to be 
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ignominiously dunked in the Jordan River---even despite the protes- 
cations of the Baptist, who at once recognized Him for Who He was. 
And yet all too often, if we are honest, we find ourselves shrinking 
=--out of false modesty and a misbegotten sense of ‘decency’ and 
‘order’ from acts of ‘excessive piety’ which might make us appear to 
be one with the great crowd of penitents who throughout the ages have 
stormed the gates of Heaven with their please for forgiveness. 


In that second Self-humiliation, Our Saviour in fact revealed Himself 
to the world, shown to be One of the Holy Trinity. And indeed, it is 
only by our own voluntary self-humiliation that we can become and be 
revealed as one with Him. So long as we insist on ‘standing on our 
own two feet", being respectable and responsible (in the world's 
sense), we have not part or lot with Him. We are faced with a well- 
drawn choice: to become one with Him through our self-abandonment 
and identification with the mob of repentant sinners who 'walk in 
the Lord's ways’, or to turn aside and walk alone in our own ways 
and pridefulness. 


MAY THE LORD OF GLORY, BORN INTO AND REVEALED TO THE WORLD, TEACH US 
THAT ONLY IN HUMILITY LIES TRUE GLORY! 


ON THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK 


(From the Precepts of Archbishop Anthony of Voronezh; complete text 
in ORTHODOX LIFE, Vol. 28 No. 6, November-December 1978) 


When some people are seriously ill, some people are afraid to ask that 
the salvific Mystery of Anointing be performed over them. So as to 
dispel this false fear, Viadika told the story of the blessed Evphro- 
synia, a great-schema nun a hundred years old, whom he had known in 
Kiev. She was often sick and close to death; but when she went to 
confession, received Holy Communion and was anointed with the holy oil, 
she would again return to life and become well. ‘Most of the people 
who have anointed me in the course of my long life have already passed 
on to another world, but here am I, still living by God's mercy,’ 
Evphrosynia used to remark. 


THE LIFE OF ST. PELAGIA 
(8 October) 


Reprinted from a volume published in 1898 by Sebastian Oabovich, the First Anerican-born Orthodox 
priest. The original source is unknown. Edited for readability on modern English. 


Saint Pelagia was born at the close of the fourth century, or at the 
very beginning of the fifth century. She lived at Ancioch, which at 
that time was one of the richest and greatest cities of the whole 
East. The extraordinary beauty of Pelagia drew many admirers after 
her. She did not marry, but occupied herself by entertaining the 
pleasure-seeking crowds in public places. Her house was open to 
rich lovers. Lt happened at this time that several bishops had come 
te Antioch to hold a conference together with the archbishop of the 
capital. Among them was Nonnus, the Bishop of Heliopolis. The pre~ 
lates were lodged in the neighborhood of the Church of St. Julian 
the Martyr. One day, while they were sitting before the church with 
Nonnus, whom they were questioning, and to whom they listened with 
much attention (for he was a wise and holy man), Pelagia came down 
along the street and passed before them in great pomp, decked with 
gold, pearls, and precious stones, accompanied by a numerous train 
of young men, women, and servants. Her beauty, with the lustre o! 
her Jewels and rich attire, drew che eyes of all the fond admirers 
of these empty toys upon her; but while the prelates turned aside 
their faces (because she had no veil over her head and even her 
shoulders were uncovered, and they were offended at the immodesty 

of her dress), Nonnus only seemed to take notice of her, and to con- 
sider her with great attention. After she had passed by, turning to 
his fellow bishops he said to them, with many tears and sighs: "'T 
fear God will one day bring this woman to confront us before the 
throne of His Justice, in order to condemn our negligence and tepi- 
dity in His service, and in the discharge of our duty to the flock 
He had committed to our care. For how many hours do you think she 
had employed this very day in washing and dressing herself, adorning 
and embelishing her whole person to the best advantage, with a view 
to exhibit her beauty to please the eyes of the world, which today 
is, but tomorrow passes away? But we, who have an Almighty Father, 
an immortal Spouse in Heaven, His Son, and the sanctifying Holy Spi- 
rit, in Whose Name we were baptized and Whom we should serve---we, 
to whom the immense and eternal treasures of Heaven are promised as 


the reward of our short labors upon earth, are far from taking as 
much pains to wash and purify our souls from their stains, and pro— 
cure for them those bright ornaments of virtue and sanctity which a- 
lone can render them truly agreeable in the eyes of God.' Having 
spoken to this effect, St. Nonnus returned home and, prostrating him- 
self, implored the Divine Mercy for the forgiveness of his negli- 
gence. 


On the next day the bishops assembled in the great church to offer 
the Divine Liturgy. St. Nonnus was requested by the Archbishop to 
deliver an exhortation to the people. Strange as it may seem, i 

happened that on this very day Pelagia visited the cathedral. The 


bishop's sermon was on repentance. 
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lian where he would receive her, but on condition that he migh 
speak with her in the presence of the other bishops 


When Pelagia received this permission she came at once and cast her- 
self at the feet of the holy man, earnestly begging him, through the 
example of his great Master Jesus Christ to receive the worst of 
sinners, and cleanse her from the filth and abomination of her sins 
in the fountain of Holy Baptism. Nonnus cold her that she must 

first be tested, to assure the Church of her sincerity. But she 
would not arise from the floor, where she continued to weep bitter- 
ly, and repeatedly promised to be a new creature if they would but 
take her away from the power of the Devil. Thus she was allowed to 
be baptized, with all the bishops witnessing her repentance and app- 
roving. The Patriarch of Antioch sent Romana, the first deacones: 

of his diocese, to be godmother to Pelagia. The hope in the mercy 
of God which this great sinner manifested was marvelous. And for the 
love of Jesus Christ she was saved. 


After her Baptism, Pelagia took an inventory of all her plate, jew- 
els, rich clothes, and other goods and gave it to St. Nonnus saying, 


‘Reverend Father! here are the goods I acquired from the Devil; take 
them and do what you will with them. As for me, I now desire nothing 
but the Grace of my Saviour, Jesus Christ.‘ The saint delivered the 
inventory into the hands of the treasurer of the Church, and ordered 
him, as he would answer for it before God, not to apply any part of 
her property either to the needs of the clergy or to the service of 
the Church, but to distribute all of it to poor widows and orphans 
and similar charities; that, as they had been tll-begotten, they might 
at least now be well applied. At the same time, Pelagia set all her 
slaves free, earnestly exhorting them to shake off that yoke of ser- 
vitude by which they, as well as she herself, had been slaves to a 
corrupt world. 


On the eighth day, when those who had been baptized put off the whice 
garment they had received at Baptism, according to the custom of the 
Church, Pelagia rose privately in the night, exchanged her baptismal 
robe for a habit of haircloth, and without communicating her plan to 
anyone but Him, she withdrew from Antioch. Going to the Holy Land, 
she took up her habitation in a narrow cell upon Mount Olivet, where 
she lived as a hermit, shut up in such a manner as to have only a 
small window through which she received necessary food, and spent her 
whole time with the Lord in fasting and prayer. The other religious 
tnhabitancs of this holy mountain were so completely ignorant of her 
identity chat they did not even know that she was a woman, so effec~ 
tively had she concealed her sex, calling herself by che name of Fe- 
lagius; but they all admired the great austerity and sanctity of her 
life. 


Not many years after this, James, a deacon of the Church of Heliopo- 
lis, paid a visit of devotion to the Sepulchre of Our Lord at Jeru- 
salem. This James had seen Pelagia before; for he was with St. Non- 
nus at the time of her conversion. While in the Holy Land he pro- 
fited himself by visiting celebrated monasteries, and obtaining ad- 
vice and information from the holy fathers who led a secluded life. 
In this way he found Pelagia, to whom he had come for a blessing, 
not knowing who she was. St. Pelagia spoke to him for a few moments 
through her small window, but soon closed it, for her time to pray 
came with the third hour. Before returning home from Palestine, 
James resolved to see once more the holy hermit. On coming to her 
cell he knocked at the window. No one opened to him, and when he 
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called no one answered. After calling and knocking for a long time 
he forced open the window, and looking in he perceived the saint to 
be dead. Having conveyed the news of her death to the neighboring 
religious, they immediately came. They opened the cell and took out 
the body, that it might be interred with all the honor due to so 
great a servant of God. The secret of her sex was now discovered 
and noised abroad. All the holy virgins who dwelt on the banks of 
the Jordan came out with lighted candles in their hands, and sang 
the Psalms at her funeral. 


AN UNEDIFYING CONTROVERSY 


While we had hoped to avoid any involvement in the unfortunate con- 
troversy which has been troubling the Church of Christ in recent days 
centered principally on the matter of the state of a human being af- 
cer death, it seems that our listing amongst 'Books Received’ in the 
last issue of LIVING ORTHODOXY of Deacon Lev Puhalo's The Soul, the 
Body, and Death has been construed by some as constituting a recom- 
mendation. We therefore feel obligated to publish the text of a De~ 
cree of His Eminence Anthony, Archbishop of Western-America and San 
Francisco, which has reached us as we go to press, No. 13/80, dated 
29 November/12 December 1980: 


WHEREAS : 

1) For some time now Deacon Lev Puhalo, a cleric of the Western-Ame- 
rican Diocese, has disconcerted readers and listeners of his pro- 
clamations concerning life beyond the grave, contradictory to 
Church Tradition, 

2) despite exhortations of authoritative clergy; he has continued 
this theme in polemics, 

3) the Diocesan Authorities of the Western-American Diocese are in- 
tending to take definitive measures to curtail this allurement 


4) the obligation Lies upon myself, finally, to preserve from confu- 
sion the flock of the Western-American Diocese entrusted to me, 


‘THEREFORE, FROM THIS TIME AND UNTIL NEW ORDERS ARE ISSUED: 

A) the Deacon Lev Pubalo is prohibited from performance of sacerdo- 
tal duties in the CHURCHES OF THE WESTERN AMERICAN DIOCESE; and 
on the TERRITORY OF THIS DIOCESE he is prohibited to sermonize, 
give reports, or lecture. 

B) ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY PUBLICATIONS found in the confines 
of the WESTERN AMERICAN DIOCESE are prohibited to print articles 
authored by Deacon Lev Pubalo; furthermore, it is advised that 
for the cime being, publication of materials which perchance are 
sent {n conjunction with previously printed articles of Deacon 
Lev Puhalo should be deferred. 


It is my wish that Deacon Lev Puhalo acknowledge his error and per- 
sonally aid in quieting this disturbance, chat as in other subjects 
concerning our Faich, so Likewise pertaining co life beyond the 
grave, we should chink on concordance with Church Tradition. 


Regarding all the above mentioned, this Decree (Ukaz) is issued. 


ARCHBISHOP ANTHONY 
(sig-) 


We presume that this injunction does not extend to the obviously va- 
luable work of the SS. Kyril and Methody Society in publishing the 
Lives of the Saints (particularly for children), as well as a sig- 
nificant amount of valuable historical material. It is our prayer 
that this controversy may be soon laid peacefully to rest, rather 
than be continually exacerbated by intemperate partisanship. 


THE LIFE OF ST. CEOLFRITH 
(+ 25 September 716) 


Here begins the life of che most holy Abbot Ceolfrith, under whom the 
blessed Bede received the habit of holy religion, and who after his 
death received for his merits the palm of eternal felicity. 


The Apostle Paul, writing to the Hebrews, enjoins: ‘Remember your su- 
periors who have spoken the word of God to you; whose faith follow, 
considering the end of their conversation’. From this it is plainly 
seen that you do excelently, dearest brethren, in ordering a dis 
course to be made in commemoration of our most reverend father and 
superior Geolfrith, who spoke to us the word of God. For in truth 
he was such, that not only his departure from a life devoted to God 
but also his entry and his progress in it ought duly to be traced 
and the constancy of his unfeigned faith imitated 


For, begotten by noble and religious parents and himself devoted from 
the first years of boyhood to the pursuit of virtues, he preferred, 
when he had almost reached the eighteenth year of his age, to lay a- 
side the secular habit and become a monk; and he entered the mona: 
stery situated in the place which is called Gilling, where his bro- 
cher Cynefrith, a devout man and pleasing to God, had ruled, but had 
committed shortly before to the rule of their kinsman Tunberht, who 
was afterwards consecrated bishop of the church of Hexham, Cynefrith 
himself withdrawing to Ireland in his zeal for the study of the Scrip- 
tures, combined with his desire to serve the Lord more freely in 
tears and prayers. 


So Ceolfrith, being devoutly received by his kinsmen aformentioned, 
conducted himself more devoutly, being diligent in every way about 
reading, labouring, and the discipline of the rule. And not long af- 
terwards, when the pestilence was raging far and wide, that same Cy- 
nefrith, along with other English nobles who had gone there before 
him to study the Scriptures, departed by a transitory death to the 
eternal life, and Tunberht, with Ceolfrith and several of the bre~ 
thren of his monastery, withdrew at the invitation of Bishop Wilfrid 
to the monastery of Ripon, where in due course Ceolfrith, subject ing 
himself to the regular way of life according to custom, was elected 
and ordained to the priesthood by the aforesaid bishop, at about 27 
years of age. Soon after he was ordained, he visited Kent, froma 
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desire to learn fully the practice of the monastic life and of the 
order which he had undertaken. 


He came also to East Anglia to see the monastic practices of Abbot 
Botwulf, whom report had proclaimed on all sides to be a man of un- 
paralleled life and learning, and full of the Grace of the Holy Spi 
rit; and he returned home abundantly instructed, as far as he could 
be in a short time, so much so that no one could be found at that 
time more learned than he either in the ecclesiastical or the monas~ 
tic rule. Yet, in consideration neither of his order, nor of his 
erudition, nor even of his noble birth, could he like some people be 
drawn away from his attitude of humility; rather, he was at pains to 
subject himself in all things to the discipline of the rule. Indeed, 
for no short time, while he held the office of baker, he was care~ 
ful in the midst of sieving the flour, lighting and cleansing the 
oven and baking in it the loaves, not to omit to learn and also to 
practice the ceremonies of the priesthood. At this time also, he 
was ordered to take under his charge the instruction of the brethren 
in the observance of the rule, that by virtue of his innate learning 
as well as the fervor of his divine zeal, he should teach the igno- 
rant and restrain the stubborn. 


‘As the time drew near at which the heavenly Judge had resolved to 
make him more eminently a ruler over faithful souls, Benedict, our 
pastor and abbot of blessed memory, learnt of the grace of his !earn- 
ing, godliness and diligence, and when he had planned to found this 
monastery in which the goodness of heaven has gathered us together, 
contrived for this man to be giver to him by his bishop aforemen- 
tioned, as his helper and fellow-worker in the establishment of the 
monastery; not that a man of such experience required his teaching 
for his own instruction, when, since he had crossed the sea many times 
and travelled in the regions of Gaul and Italy, and even of the is~ 
lands, he was already most fully acquainted with the statutes of the 
ancient monasteries. 


In fact, he was accustomed to say that he had learnt in seventeen 

ancient monasteries the rule which he taught, and whatever things he 

had seen most valuable anywhere, these he brought to Britain as if 

hidden in the coffer of his breast and delivered them for us to fol~ 

low. But just as the Apostle Barnabas, though he was a good man and 

full of the Holy Spirit and faith, when about to teach in Antioch, 
site pa 


came first to Tarsus, where he knew Saul to be, whom he remembered 
to have shown great signs of virtue already in his first steps in. the 
Faith he had accepted, in order that by using this helper he might 
fulfil the ministry of the Word as he had resolved; or just as Moses, 
who was elected and trained by the Lord Himself for the leadership 

of the people of Israel, was attended by the help of his brother 
‘Aaron, lest bu himself he should fear to sustain the weight of so 
great a command, in order that, aided by him as a priest and prophet, 
he might discharge the office he had undertaken; so, to be sure, the 
famous Abbot Benedict, though he was most learned in all monastic 
practices, sought in founding his monastery the help of Ceolfrith, 
who might both strengthen the observance of the regular life by a 
zeal for learning equal to his own, and also, being in priest's or- 
ders, discharge the service at the altar. 


‘They began to build the monastery by the mouth of the river Wear, in 
the year of Our Lord's Incarnation 674, the second indiction, and in 
the fourth year of King. Ecgfrith, having received land from him, at 
first of fifty hides; for afterwards {t was increased either by his 
gift or that of other kings and nobles. In the year following the 
foundation of the monastery Benedict crossed the sea and sought from 
Abbot Tothtelm, who had once been united with him in friendship, 
builders by whose superintendance he might build a church of stone. 
When he had obtained them, he brought them from Gaul to Britain. 


Meanwhile, his position of prior began to become irksome to Ceol- 
frith, and the freedom of monastic quiet to appeal to him more than 
the responsibility of governing others; for he suffered from the 
Jealousies and most violent attacks of certain nobles who could not 
endure his regular discipline. Returning to his own monastery, he 
hastened to subject himself to the accustomed lowly service of his 
former way of life; but when Benedict followed him and begged him to 
return, he was at length won over by his loving entreaties, and re~ 
turned and diligently carried out the regulations for establishing 
the monastery and setting it in order, which he had begun with him. 


When a church of excellent workmanship had been built with great 
speed, and dedicated in honor of the blessed Apostle Peter, the most 
reverend Abbot Benedict arranged to go to Rome to bring back home a 
great supply of holy books, some sweet memorial of the relics of the 
blessed martyrs, paintings worthy of reverence, of the canonical 
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stories; but also other chings—-gifts from foreign parts, as he was 
accustomed; especially teachers to teach in the church he had re- 
cently founded the order of chants and services according to the Ro- 
man use, 


Ceolfrith accompanied him on his journey, desiring to study in Rom 
the duties of his order more thoroughly than he could in Britain 
and Eastorwine, a priest and a kinsman of Abbot Benedict, was left 
in charge of the monastery until they should return. And, wich 
God's assistance, their plan was put into effect, and they learnt 
there many statutes of the Church, and they brought back with them 
to Britain John, archcantor of the Roman Church and abbot of the mo- 
nastery of the Blessed Martin, who amply taught us the regular or- 
der of chanting, both personally and by his writing. 


Eight years after they had begun to found che aforesaid monastery, 

it pleased King Ecgfrith to grant for the redemption of his soul to 
the most reverend Abbot Benedict other land of forty hides on which 

a church and monastery might be raised to che blessed Paul; not, in- 
deud, separated from the community of the former monastery, but united 
to it in all chings in harmonious brotherhood. Ceolfrith most vigor- 
ously carried out this work enjoined on him; for, taking with him 
twenty-two brothers---ten tonsured; twelve, however, still awaiting 
the grace of tonsure---he came to the place when all the buildings 
especially required by the needs of a monastery had first been erect- 
ed there, and there also began the observance of the very same disci- 
pline of obedience to the rule, and all the same canonical method of 
chanting and reading, which they observed in the earlier monastery--— 
at a time when by no means all of those who had come with him knew 
how to chant psalms, still less how to read in church or how to say 
the antiphons or responses. But their love of the religious life 
helped them, and the example of their zealous ruler and his wise per— 
sistence; for, until he might plant a deep root of monastic obser~ 
vance, it was his practice to often frequent the church with his bre~ 
thren at the canonical hours, and to eat and rest with them, so that 
if there should be anything to be corrected, or to be taught to the 
novices, he might be present to perform it himself. 


Now in the third year from the foundation of the monastery, he began 

to build the church which was to be consecrated in the name of the 

blessed Apostle Paul, where Ecgfrith himself had marked out the place 
—-14. 


of the Altar; and this work grew so fast, day by day, that alchough 
the workmen were few, it reached dedication in the second year from 
its commencement. At the same time when the most reverend Abbot Be- 
nedict had sent Abbot Ceolfrith thither, he also appointed Eastor~ 
wine, whom I have mentioned, a priest and his kinsman, to be ruler 
of the older monastery; not because one and the same monastery can 
have or ought to have two abbots, but, since he himself was wont of- 
ten to be summoned to the king on account of his innate wisdom and 
the ripeness of his counsels, and had not always leisure to be in- 
volved in arranging the affairs of the monastery, he sought a col~ 
league for himself, with whose help he might more lightly and more 
serenely bear the requisite burden of government. Moreover, he was 
hastening to go to Rome, to bring home from abroad those goods which 
were necessary to the monasteries which he had founded. 


And while he was tarrying in places beyond che sea, behold, a sudden 
storm of pestilence swept Britain amd laid it waste with widespread 
destruction, and in it were snatched to the Lord many men from each 
of his monateries, including the Abbot, venerable and beloved of God 
Eastorwine himself, in the fourth year from when he became abbot. 
The brethren, with the counsel of Abbot Ceolfrith, appointed as ab- 
bot in his place Sigefrith, a deacon of the same monastery, a man of 
wondrous sanctity, amply learned in the Scriptures and singularly 
devoted to their study. 


Further, in the monastery over which Geolfrith presided, all who 
ould read or preach, or say the antiphons and responses, were car- 
ried off, except the Abbot himself and one little boy, who had been 
brought up and taught by him, and who now at this day, being in 
priest's orders at the same monastery, duly commends the Abbot's 
praiseworthy acts both by his writings and his discourse to all de~ 
siring to know them. He---the Abbot, that is---being very sorrow- 
ful by reason of the aforesaid pestilence, ordered that the former 
use should be suspended, and that they should conduct all the psalm 
singing without antiphons, except at Vespers and Mattins. When this 
had been put into practice for the space of a week, with many tears 
and laments on his part, he could bear it no longer, and resolved to 
restore again the course of the psalmody with che antiphons according 
to custom; and, all exerting themselves, he fulfilled what he had 
resolved, with no small labour, by himself and the boy whom I have 
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mentioned, until he could efther himself train, or gather from else- 
where, sufficient associates in the divine work. 


But when Benedict came home from Rome, laden as always with foreign 
wares, he was grieved indeed at the disaster which had taken place, 
but very glad that Sigefrith, a man beloved of God, had been elected 
Abbot in Eastorwine's place; and he enjoined him to conduct vigor- 
ously the charge of the monastery which he had received, himself 
helping him in teaching and prayers. But not long afterwards both 

of them fell sick, and the affliction gradually increased until both 
were bedridden, without being able even to rise to a sitting position 


Therefore, when Benedict had taken counsel with the brethren, he sum- 
moned Ceolfrith and appointed him abbot of both monasteries, enjoin- 
ing that it should be one monastery in all things, although situated 
in two places, governed by one abbot, protected by the same security 
of privilege; and in accordance with the contents of the same privi~ 
lege which he had obtained from Pope Agatho, and with the rule o! 

the holy father Benedict, no abbot was ever to be sought for the same 
monastery by reason of hereditary succession, but for his manner o 
life and his diligence in teaching; according to which principle he 
himself now appointed Ceolfrith, who was united to him more by spiri- 
tual than carnal relationship, although he had a brother in the flesh 
very near to him by relationship indeed, but very far distant from 
him by lack of heart. 


Ceolfrith, then, was appointed abbot there in the third year of King 
Aldfrith, the first indiction, on 12 May, which was the eighth year 
from his foundation of the monastery of the blessed Paul. And in the 
same year the venerable abbot and deacon Siegfrith, purified by long 
sickness, migrated to the heavenly kingdom on 22 August, in the third 
year from when he became abbot. Furthermore, at the beginning of the 
following year, that is on 12 January, Abbot Benedict, beloved of God, 
himself also after the furnace of long infirmity, in which he ever 
continued to give thanks to God, went to the rest of the heavenly 
light and life, having passed sixteen years in monastic government 


He had in fact himself ruled the monastery of the blessed Apostle Pe- 
ter for eight years, and devoted just as many also to the care of 
the monastery of the blessed Apostle Paul through the medium of Ce- 
olfrith; and during the first four of these latter years he governed 
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che monastery of St. Peter, as has been ser out above, with Eastor- 
wine as his assistant; for che next chree Sigefrith, for the last Ce- 
olfrith, as his colleagues in authoricy. Benedict was buried in the 
chapel of the blessed Peter, east of che Altar, where afterwards the 
bones of the most reverend Abbozs Eastorwine and Sigefrich were trans- 
laced also. 


And when he had been translaced from death into life, Ceolfrith took 
charge of both monasteries, or rather of the one monastery situated 
in two places, and maintained it with watchful skill for twenty-seven 
years. For he was aman of keen intelligence, energetic in action, 
burning with zeal for righteousness, glowing at once with love and 
fear of God, stern in reproving sinners, gentle in cherishing peni- 
tents, assiduous in upholding and teaching che statutes of the regu- 
lar life, kind in relieving the poor and in almsgiving, generous al- 
so with money, whether in giving the chings which were asked from 
him, or in recompensing the things which were given to him, and he 
paid attention to prayers and psalmody with pious regularity. 


thus he enriched the monasteries over which he presided, both ex- 
cernally with abundant wealth, and no less within; and in order that 
he might make chem more secure from molestation by impious men, he 
sent envoys to Rome and sought and obtained a lecter of privilege 

from Pope Sergius of blessed memory, after the manner of that which 
his predecessor Benedict had received from Agatho. And also he en- 
riched them most copiously with vessels which belong to the service 

of the church or the Altar; and he nobly increased the library which 
either he himself or Benedict had brought from Rome, so that among 
other things he caused to be transcribed three Bibles, two of which 
he caused to be placed in the churches of his two monasteries, so that 
it should be easy for any who wished to read any chapter of either 
testament to find what they wanted; while the third he resolved to 
offer as a gift to Peter, Prince of the Apostles, when he was about 

to go to Rome. 


For indeed, when he saw that, worn out as he was with old age, he 
could no longer set an example of his former vigor to his pupils, 

he thought of a profitable plan, chat he should relinquish che mo- 
nastic government to younger men, and himself make a pilgrimage to 
the thresholds of the Apostles; and there, set free from earthly care, 
await his last day in unhindered application cto prayer, imitating the 
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example of his brother Cynefrith who, 25 we have related above, gave 
up the charge of his monastery in his zeal for the contemplative lite 
and exchanged his own land for voluntary exile for the sake of the 
Lord. 


He therefore prepared a ship, drew up a list of envoys whom he in- 
tended for Rome, decided on the gifts which were to be rendered to 
the blessed Peter, and procured a sufficiency of the things which 
might be necessary for so great a journey. But for the time being, 
he purposefully kept secret the fact that he himself intended to go 
with them, for fear that if what he intended should be published 
openly, either he would be forbidden or retarded by his friends, or 
else, at least, that many would grant him money whom he would neither 
have time or power to repay; for indeed, he always maintained the ha~ 
bit of a bountiful mind, chat if any gift were given to him by any~ 
one, of high rank or low, he on no account let him depart unrepaid, 
but often presented his benefactor with a more ample favor. 


When everything was ready and the day of departure was at hand, he 
called together into the church che brethren who were in the mona~ 
stery of the blessed Peter and revealed what he intended. All wept, 
falling on their faces, and laid hold of his fect, beseeching him 
with copious tears not to depart thus suddenly, but to stay among 
them for that day and night. He acceded to their prayers, and re- 
mained with them that day and night---it was the Tuesday before 

Whit Sunday---and in the morning set out with many companions to the 
monastery of the blessed Paul; and, speaking with them, he informed 
chem that he had now planned to go away. And since they wept greatly 
and were dismayed at his sudden departure, he addressed them all 
gently and kindly, asking them to observe the rule which he had 
taught, to persevere in the fear of the Lord, and not to hinder with 
their entreaties and weeping the journey which he had planned; and, 
if he had done anything more intemperately than was right, to for- 
give him, because he himself now forgave from his whole heart all 
who had offended against him in any way, and desired that the Lord 
should be merciful to them all, both then and for ever, 


But after they had resisted for no little time, at length, himself 
also weeping, he prevailed on them to give him permission to go with 
their blessing and favour, as was proper, and they besought him ur- 
gently, if he arrived at the sacred shrines of the Apostles, to com- 
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mend them to the Lord in frequent prayers; if he should die before, 
ever to be mindful to intercede for their salvazion. 


We set out the same day, whether burning wich desire to journey, or 
driven by weariness ac the distress of the brethren, after enjoining 
that they should appoint as abbot for them whomsoever among chem- 
selves they judged most worthy, with che grace of his blessing, and 
according to the rule of the holy Facher Benedict and the injunc- 
tions of their own privilege. And returning co the monastery of 
the blessed Peter as soon as the day dawned, atzer the Divine Licur- 
gy had been celebrated at St. Peter's and Sc. Mary's and chose pre- 
sent had received Communion, he, being quickly prepared, called all 
the brethren into the Church of the blessed Peter, asked chem co 
pray for him, said also a prayer himself, kindled the incense and, 
holding the censer in his hand, scood on che steps where he had been 
wont to read, and gave the kiss to many of them, for he was prevented 
by his grief and theirs from giving it to all. He wen 
censer to the oratory of the blessed martyr Laurenc his 
the dormitory of the brethren, and they followed singing the anci- 
phon from the prophet: "The way of the just {s made straight, and che 
way of the saints is prepared’ and ‘going from strength to scrength', 
adding also che sixty-sixch psalm: May God have mercy on us and bless 
tsi may He cause the light of His countenance to shine upon us; and 
may He have mercy on us'. And leaving there wich the incense kindled 
he again addressed chem all, that they should keep peace one with 
another, and beware of enmities, disparagements and causes of offens- 
es; and according to the precept of the Gospel they should firs 
singly, chen two or three together, admonish all sinners, and endea— 
vour to recall them to the way of Truth; and if fruit should come of 
their diligence, let them rejoice, but if otherwise then at length 
bring forward their faults in public; that they should preserve con— 
ord and brotherly unity with the brethren who were at St. Paul's, 
and remember that they were both one monastery, ever to be ruled by 
fone abbot, lest when the bond of fraternity had been broken within, 
the door should be opened to harmful invasion from without, as in the 
ase of the Hebrew people which, when it was divided against itself 
chrough the folly of the son of Solomon, never had respite from ex- 
ternal disaster. 


with che 


when che address was ended, they resumed the antiphon wich the above- 
menzioned psalm, and went out to the river, leading forch cheir fa- 
oat aan 


ther with a mournful song as one already on che point of departure; 
and, as before, he gave to each in turn the Kiss of peace, while 
their chant was often interrupted by their tears: and, having said a 
prayer on the shore, he entered the ship and seated himself on the 
prow. Deacons seated themselves beside him, one holding a cross of 
gold which he had made, the other lighted candles. 


As the ship hastened across the river, he locked toward the brethren 
mourning his departure, and heard the glorious music of the song 
mingled with grief, and by no means was able to restrain himself 
from sobbing and tears. But this alone he repeated with frequent 
utterance: '0 Christ, have pity on that band. 0 Lord Almighty, pro- 
teact that company. For I know most truly that I have found none 
better than they, or more inclined to obedience. 0 Christ, 0 God, 
defend them.' Thus, leaving the ship, he did reverence to the 
Cross, mounted his horse and departed, his secular cares laid a- 
side, hastening also from the English people, his kindred, to be a 
stranger in foreign lands, that he might with greater freedom of 
mind and purity devore himself to the contemplation of che companies 
of the angels in heaven. 


‘The brethren returned to the church, and when prayers were ended took 
counsel what to do, and it seemed right that amid prayer and fasting 
they should inquire of the Lord whom they were to appoint as abbot 
over them. But since the venerable father had enjoined them when 
leaving that none of them were to fast on the day of his departure, 
but rather chat ali were to hold a greater feast, and had even en- 
joined that some of those accompanying him were on that account to 
wait with them uneil che end of the midday meal—--it was the Thur: 
day before Pentecost---it seemed proper to fast the following day 
and night, and to refresh themselves on the Saturday only at the 
ninth hour, for they could not prolong the fast beyond then by rei 
son of the vigils of the Sunday solemnity; and also to add several 
psalms throughout the fitting hours of canonical prayer, and all to 
beseech the heavenly goodness that, on the day when He deigned to 
hatlow the beginnings of His Church through the coming of the Holy 
Syirit, He should also indicate to them, who were in truth a part of 
that Church through the Grace of that same Spirit, a worchy superior. 


‘These matters chus concluded, there came from the monastery of St. 
Poul on the day of Pentecost several of the brethren, and by unani- 
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mous consent they chose Hwaetberht to be ordained in the Abbot's 
place; he had passed his life from an early age in the same mona— 
stery, and had been trained in ecclesiastic as well as monastic 
learning, and at that time was already working as a priest. Imme- 
diately he was elected abbot he wrote a letter in which he commend- 
ed to the apostolic pope his father and predecessor, and at the same 
time he made ready presents to send, and following Coelfrith's steps 
with certain of the brethren, he read the letter co him and brought 
forth che gifts which he was to deliver, having found him in Aelf- 
behre's monastery, which is situated in che place called Cornu Vallis. 


Ceolfrith accepted gladly che brethren's choice and confirmed it wich 
hia blessing, and gave him full instruction in many matters as to how 
he ought to preside over the management of che monastery. And the 
beginning of the letter is as follow: 


"To the lord most beloved in che Lord of lords and thrice-blessed 
Pope Gregory, Hwaetberhc, your humble servant, Abbot of the monastery 
of the most blessed Prince of the Apostles, Peter, in the Saxon land, 
sends perpetual greetings in the Lord. 
"I do not cease to give thanks for the dispensation of the heavenly 
Judge, along with the holy brethren who in these places desire wich 
me to bear the most sweet yoke of Christ to earn rest for their souls 
that it has deigned to appoint you, so glorious a vessel of election 
to the government of the whole Church in our times; to the end that 
through this light of truth and faith with which you are yoursel 
filled from heaven, it may abundantly sprinkle all of lower degree 
with the radiance of its goodness. We commend to your holy benignity 
0 father and lord most beloved in Christ, the venerable grey hairs of 
our most beloved father, Ceolfrith, abbot and nourisher and guardian 
of our spiritual liberty and peace in our monastic quiet. And first, 
indeed, we give thanks to the Holy and Indivisible Trinity, that al- 
though it was noc without our intense sorrow, groaning, grief and ac- 
companiment of tears that he went from us, he has yet arrived at the 
holy joys of his long-desired rest; now, even worn out with age, he 
has devotedly sought afresh those thresholds of the Holy Apostles 
which, as he has continually recalled them, he rejoiced to have ap- 
proached, seen, and adored in his youth. And, after the long labors 
and the continual cares of more than forty years, in which he pre- 
sided with an abbot's authority over the government of monasteries 
with an unparalleled love of virtue, he once more begins, as if newly 
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summoned to the society of the heavenly life, though worn out with 
extreme age and already at the point of death, to live an exile for 
Christ, that the glowing fire of repentance may more freely consum 
che old thorns of secular cares in the spiritual furnace. Finally 
we beseech your Paternity that---what we have not been worthy to do 
---you diligently fulfil for him che last act of kindness; knowing 
for certain that, although you have his body, yet we as well as you 
have his spirit devoted to God, whether remaining in the body, or 
freed from bodily chains, as a great intercessor for our cransgres- 
sions wich the heavenly goodness and as a protector." 


Geolfrith set out from his monastery on 4 June, the fifth day of the 
week, intending co put out to sea by the mouth of the river Humber 
On 4 July, a Saturday, he embarked in a ship which, before it couched 
the coast of Gaul, was brought to land in three provinces, in each 

of which he was honorably received by all and held in veneration, be- 
cause he had determined to crown the grace of his former perfection 
by an example of incomparable virtue. 


The voyage ended, he reached Gaul on 12 August, the fourth day of the 
week, and in those parts also he was magnificently honored by all 
especially by King Hilperic himself who, in addicion to the gifts 
which he offered, gave him also letters through all the provinces o 
his kingdom, that he might everywhere be received in peace and that 
no one might presume to cause him delay on his journey. Moreover, he 
recommended him and also his followers to the kind treatment of Liuc- 
prand, king of the Lombards. He arrived at Langres, a city of Bur- 
gundy, on 25 September, the sixth day of the week, where, tired out 
equally by great age and sickness---yes, indeed, according to what 
the Scriptures are wont to say ‘decaying in a good old age'-~-he was 
gathered to his fathers. For he was seventy-four years old, and had 
served as a priest for forty-seven years, holding the posicion of in 
dependent abbot for thirty-five years. 


He left in the monasteries a company of soldiers of Christ of more 
than six hundred; and furthermore, land of nearly one hundred fifty 
hides, by the computation customary among the English. From when he 
departed his monastery until he ended his last day, he chanted the 

Psalter of David right through three times a day, besides the cano- 
nical psalmody, thus increasing his former practice, by which for 

several years he was in the habit of going through the whole psalter 
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twice a day; and on no day did he omit to offer to the Lord the Sac— 
rifice of the Sacred Offering for himself and his friends---not even 
when, unable to ride because of excessive weakness, he was carried 
in a horse-drawn litter, except only on the four days before his 


death. 


In his company there were about eighty men, gathered from various 
parts, who all followed and cherished him like a father. For he 

had ordered his attendants that if they should find that anyone of 
those accompanying him was without provisions of his own, chey were 
to give him immediately either food or money. For, indeed, he was 
very kindhearted by nature, and a very great supporter of the poor. 
Consequently, when he was about co depart and was setting out, the 
unanimous lamentation of the poor and homeless bore witness that they 
were deprived, as it were, of a father and sustainer. He was anxious 
to practice diligently this kind of virtue, not only as commended by 
fear and love of God, but also as acquired from his parent as if by 
hereditary right. For his father, when he held a most noble office 

‘a the king's personal retinue, always took such great pleasure in 
works of mercy for the benefit of the poor, that on one occasion 

when he had prepared a magnificent banquet for the king's entertain- 
ment, and the unexpected egigency of war intervened to prevent him 
from coming, he gave chanks to the divine Providence, and immediately 
aused all the poor, the strangers and the sick to be summoned from 
all sides to the feast; and with the things which he had intended for 
che entertainment of an earthly king and his nobles, he entertained 
the highest King in the person of His lowly followers, for the sake 
of eternal reward; himself, indeed, discharging all the service of 
the male guests while enjoining his wife herself to undertake in all 
things the office of the lowliest of handmaidens to che women. 


Now Ceolfrith reached Langres about the third hour of the day, on 25 
September, as we have said, at the beginning of che fifteenth indic— 
tion; and, arriving in the meadows round that same city, was gladly 
received by Gangulf, the lord of those regions, who had, indeed, met 
him previously on the way and had bidden him to come to him, and to 
be kindly received even if he himself should not be present; urgently 
beseeching him not to go away until he was well; but rather, if God 
should so will it, to await there, at the tombs of the holy martyrs, 
the entrance to the heavenly life. 
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I happened that on the very day on which he arrived, he departed to 
the Lord about the tenth hour; and on the next day, with a great com 
pany both of his own followers and of the inhabitants of that city 
his body was brought for about three miles to Gangulf's monastery 
which was on the southern side of the city, at a distance of about a 
mile and a half. It was buried in che church of the holy martyred 
brothers, whose names are Speusippus, Eleosippus and Meliosippus, who 
being born of one mother at one birth, were crowned with martyrdom 
there in ancient days and buried in that same place, where also their 
grandmother, Leonella by name, was buried, who also had left the body 
with a martyr's confession. 


So when the father had been buried, certain of the brethren who had 
escorted him returned home, to relate in his own monastery where and 
when he had died; some, however, completed the proposed journey to 
Rome, to deliver the presents which he had sent. Among them was the 
Bible, as we have said, translated from the Hebrew and Greek origi- 
nals by the interpretation of the blessed priest Jerome, which had 
written at ics beginning verses in this wise: 'To the body of the 
sublime Peter, justly to be revered, whom ancient faith declares to 
be the head of the Church, I, Ceolfrich, abbot from the farthest ends 
of England, send pledges of my devoted affection; desiring that 1 an 
mine may ever have a place amid the joys of so great a father, a me~ 
morial in the heavens". 


Moreover, some desired to preside in that same city of Langres, 
through love of their father buried there; yet afterwards, these ful- 
filled their resolve and desire to visit Rome. And the companions o 
the most reverend Abbot found so great a favour with Gangulf, that he 
entertained them all to a magnificent feast after the funeral, and 
also furnished guides to those departing in various directions, as 
well as supplies for the journey; and in addition, he arranged for 
means of subsistence for those staying on, for as long as they wished 
to remain. 


What indeed the apostolic pope thought of him and his gifts, the let- 

ter witnesses which he sent in reply, which begins: "Bishop Gregory 

servant of the servants of God, to the religious Abbot Hwaetberht. 

We have perused the tenor of the writings of your estimable piety, 

which show that you rejoice in che Truth by Whose Grace ‘those things 

which are not’ are called ‘as those that are’ as regards our promo- 
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tion, and chat you profess yourself willingly subject to the author- 
ity of the apostolic law, whose office we, although unworthy, dis- 
charge. For which reasons, know that you ought, collaborating in 
prayers with him whose supremacy you welcome, to pray the more earn- 
estly that he may be of profit to himself and to you and to many 
further, that he whose venerable grey hairs, dedicated to God, you 
were anxious to commend, was by God's summons translated from thing 
temporal to things eternal, before he was received by us; after he 
had sent an everlasting memorial, a gift to our lord and common pat- 
ron the blessed Peter, highest lord of the Apostles. Approving his 
faith in the bestowal of this gift, we have adjudged him worthy of 
constant commemoration; and we pray that this most approved preceptor 
of the holy institutions of the rule may before God show the way to 
worthy disciples; that the heavenly Grace which has taken him away 
may, perfecting his merits, liken him to Aaron and Moses, the holy 
leaders of the divine people, called forth when on the way to the 
promised land; and to holy Elias, suddenly snatched away into che 
heavens; and may adorn his pupil, who survives and succeeds him 
along with the followers he is to govern, with the spiritual gifts 
and dignities of Joshua, that most choice leader, and of Phineas and 
Elisha. Farewell." 


The companions of our father, loved of God, who returned to us, used 
to tell us that in the might after his venerable body had been com- 
mitted to the tomb, while three guards of the same church were keep 
ing the night watch according to custom, the fragrance of a wonder- 
ful odour filled the whole church; and it was followed by a light 
which remained no little time, and finally rose to the roof of the 
church. They went out quickly, and gazing, they saw the same light 
rapidly rise to the skies, so that all places round about seemed to 
be illumined by the glow, as if it were daytime; so that it was 
clearly given them to undertand that ministers of eternal light and 
perpetual sweetness had been present, and had consecrated by their 
visitation the resting-place of the holy body. Hence a custom spread 
among the natives of that place, chat throughout the various hours of 
daily and nightly prayer, when the canonical rule of psalmody was 
ended, all the men should bend their knees in supplication at his 
tomb. And also, report spread abroad that other signs and cures were 
done there, by the Grace of Him Who is wont to-aid His Saints as they 
strive in this present life and to crown them victors in the future 
life. Amen. 
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This translation of the anonymous Life was done by Vladimir Moss and 
comes to LIVING ORTHODOXY courtesy of Holy Trinity Monastery. It 
provides at once a vivid testimony to the Orthodox religious life of 
pre-schism Britain, and a sad foretaste of some of the misdirections 
and mistaken attitudes which were later to provide fuel for the Great 
Schism. We hope that its availability in English will add to a wider 
understanding amongst Orthodox and would-be Orthodox Christians of 
the genuine Orthodox heritage of western Europe, so sadly lost in the 
pages of history. As the time of writing of the text at hand ts un- 
known to us, it is impossible to determine whether the papo-centric 
attitudes conveyed in it reflect the dispositions of those whom the 
narrative concerns, or of a much later editor. 


ST, TIKHON OF ZADONSK SOCIETY 


On 1/14 July 1980 the Synod of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church 
Outside of Russia formally approved the establishment of the St. Tik- 
hon of Zadonsk Society, the objectives of which are to be as follow: 
1)The translation and dissemination of the works of St. Tikhon and 
works about him. Publication of the Akathist Hymn to the Holy 
Hierarch is under way, as is translation of one of his major 


works. 
2)The dissemination of missionary materials concerning Holy Ortho- 
doxy among the heterodox, and of accurate information on the 


Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia to those who are not 
of its jurisdiction. 

3)The rendering of financial assistance to needy seminarians with 
families, as well as to parish priests whose parishes, for one 
reason or another, cannot afford to provide them with an ade- 
quate income upon which to live. 
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Since the Society's inception, several projects have been planned and 
undertaken, all of which require funding if they are to reach comple 
tion. We call upon all the faithful to consider the Society's objec— 
cives and to support us as much as is possible. Truly, the Church's 
witness to the world, a witness which all Orthodox Christians are en- 
joined by the Lord Himself to make, is being impeded by lack of cler- 
gy and lack of missionary materials. The newly-formed St. Tikhon of 
Zadonsk Society hopes to remedy this deficiency in its own small way 
and thus appeals to you, the faithful, for assistance. Those who are 
able to contribute $35.00 or more will be considered Contributing 
Members of the Society and will be informed of all the Society's 
plans and deliberations. However, donations in any amount are of 
course welcome. 


Invoking the blessings of Almighty God upon all who remain faithful 
to Holy Orthodoxy in these troubled times, and commending them to the 
prayers of the holy Hierarch Tikhon, we remain 
Yours in Christ our beloved Savior, 
Fr. Demetrios Serfes, 
acting chairman 
Reader Isaac Lambertson, 
acting secretary 


Donations and correspondence to: 
ST. TIKHON OF ZADONSK SOCIETY 
Fr. Demetrios Serfes, priest 


3 West Pine St. 
Me. Holly Springs, PA 17065 
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OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES. 
Anyone who spends any time with small children is certain from time 
to time to hear something which causes him to reflect with amazament 
upon the wisdom which can issue forth from such small mouths...and 
also to be given cause to re-examine his own behaviour. Recently, 
was startled to hear one of our children say to the other ‘That was 
God talking...', concerning something which I had just said. I have 
no notion what it was, nor whether it was something said in che ca- 
pacity of priest or father. None of that, perhaps , is significant 


What is significant...and what has caused me to recall the incident 
many times since, is the awareness that when we speak to or in the 
presence of these ‘little ones’, our words are very likely to be 
taken as if they came from God Himself. Unless we are very circum- 
spect in our speech, we are all too likely quite inadvertently to 
convey, with imputed divine authority, ideas and opinions which are 
far from divine. 


In the light of such an occurence, and such awareness, Our Lord's 
warnings concerning the danger of causing these lictle ones to stum 
ble take on a new and somewhat alarming sense. And yet, we cannot 
with ease escape from the responsibility which falls upon us for e- 
very word which issues forth from our mouths. 


This responsibility is not, of course, limited to the effects of our 
words upon small children. Living in a pagan world, it is all too 
likely that every word and utterance of those who profess to believe 
and live the Gospel is likely to be taken by others as the living 
representation of It. Unless we are willing to assume full respon- 
sibility for our words, we would do better to remain silent—--for 
gain, if we speak, and our words convey not the Gospel but our own 
sinfulness, and those words are taken as representative of the ef- 
fect of the Gospel in our lives....to what sort of Gospel do we bear 
witness? 


This responsibility is by no means limited to those in Holy Orders. 
Indeed, in a world such as that in which we live, the witness of the 
‘ordinary layman’ is probably more telling than that of his priest 
---for he is not seen as ‘professionally religious’. May the Lord 
preserve us from our loose tongues and lying word: 


—--Fr. Gregory 
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AGAPE COMMUNITY NOTES 
TEMPLE OF THE ANNUNCIATION SERVICES 


SUNDAY SERVICES WEEKDAY FESTIVAL SERVICES 
Great Vigil, Saturday 6:30PM _-Vigils on the Eve 6:30PM 
Morning Office and Morning Office and 

Divine Liturgy 8:00AM Divine Licurgy 7:00AM 
Vespers 5:30PM “Vespers. 5:30PM 


DAILY VESPERS 5:30PM; other services as arranged. Please note 
that due to absences some services may be cancelled; others may 
be delayed to a later hour in extreme cold weather. Confessions 
heard before or after Vigils; at other times by appointment. 


THE SCHOOLMASTER 


It's quite impossible to describe the thrill of seeing a child---Mary 
Sara in this case---cross the dividing line between random and unre~ 
lated recognition of a few scattered words, to actually reading--—- 
being able to go to a new and unfamiliar text (made up of words with 
which she was already familiar, to be sure) and make her way through 
it. And then to go on and figure out new words by puccing the pieces 
of old ones to application. And then, it seems, the sky is the l{- 
mit, She is now working consistently, daily, at reading and writing 
(for which she sill shows an astonishing aptitude), as well as in- 
termittently at number manipulation. 


Matthew 16 beginning to ‘play! with numbers, in the form of the same 
delightful set of counting blocks (made up in centimeters) with which 
Mary Sara learned, and having a very easy and enjoyable tine of it. 

He ‘reads’ over his older sister's shoulder, and can reliably recog- 
nize a few letters and words (with some of which, interestingly, she 
has a more difficult time). His developing ability to chant and sing 
is amazing---it's a joy to hear that little four-year-old voice from 
time to time chime in dead on pitch during some chant in che Church. 


Frustrating and trying as it can be at times, I know of no more rew- 
arding and joy-producing work than the labor of teaching little child- 
ren---particularly one's own. And I know of no better way in which 

to ensure a deep and lasting relationship between parent and child. 
Would that the world were a different one, in which chis could be the 
norm rather than the exception! 


FORTH AND BACK 


‘The Agape-mobile successfully completed che second segment of the 
great pilgrimage for which it was purchased-~-travelling from Liber- 
ty to New York/Newark with stops en route in West Virginia, Virginia 
and Pennsylvania; thence onward via Connecticut to Boston and Ip~ 
swichs yet farther north to Maine, then back by way of Boston to 
Jordanville, NY; then homeward by way of Buffalo, Cleveland, Ft. 
Wayne and Indianapolis. There you have the travellogue. But how 
else to convey more adequately the truth of that joyful journey from 
brethren to brethren---it's hard to say. It could be the story of 
one festal celebration upon another——-the patronal feast at Our Lady 
of Kazan in Newark, with the singular joy of joining in a concele~ 
brated Divine Liturgy with our blessed Metropolitan, our beloved 
Vladyka Gregory, no less than fourteen priests (one newly-ordained 
during the Liturgy), and such a crowd of the faithful it was hard 

to move; then the equally joyful and moving patronal celebration at 
Our Lady Joy of All Who Sorrow in Connecticut, humbly and beauti- 
fully shared in a tiny but lovely basement chapel. Or it could be 
the story of How God Took Care of Not One But Two Rotten Teeth in 

a suffering priest---of how, by His Providence, a collapsing wisdom 
tooth was removed and an abcessed molar provided with a root canal 
in the cold and windy city of Boston, at the hands of a gentle and 
loving Orthodox dentist and an oral surgeon down the street---at a 
cost the poorest could manage: a prayer and a candle of thanksgiving. 
Ie could be the story of days and nights in the two major monaste- 
ries and one of the convents of the Church in the East, of prayer 
and counsel, of services graced by the beauty and majesty which are 
rarely attainable outside of monastic houses. Or of days and nights 
in the homes of the faithful, where we were so warmly received and 
so graciously accepted as simple members of the family. There are 
many ways the story could be told, and all would be inadeuate---for 
in any attempt to relate it, it is quite impossible to convey the 
beautiful faich of the Russian peasant-folk with whom we stayed, 

the depth of commitment of che many families with whom we lived for 
brief periods of time, the profound dedication of the many priests 
and their matushki, and monastics, with whom we were able for even 
a short time to share the life of the Faith. We return home with 
an even deeper sense of the richness of the common life of the 
Church, a profound sense of our brethren and sisters scattered o- 
ver this vast country, and a renewed hope in the possibility that 
there really may grow on this soil a truly Christian life of che 
Holy Church. Glory be to God! 
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TEMPLE DOINGS 


Glory be to God! The Temple of the Annunciation has been graced by 
the donation of several handwritten icons (of St. John of Kronstadt 
and the Prophet Elias, as well as one of the Hieromartyr Gregory of 
Constant inoplé which will be kept at the house except for his feast- 
day), and a large number of laminated {con-prints—-including most 
notably a complete set of the festal icons for the iconostasis, which 
we pray may be rebuilt it time to permit their being hung for the 
forthcoming great Festival. Some progress has been made on bringing 
to level (and at least some degree of smoothness!) the heretofore 
somewhat hazardous rock-and-roll dirt floor. When that work is at 
least somewhat further completed, it will be possible to place in 
the Temple (after who knows how many days of brass-polishing) a mag- 
nificent solid brass lampada for votive candles which made its way 
here all the way from Iowa. Again, hopefully in time for the Nati- 
vity services. No progress has been made in nailing up the inter~ 
tor panelling (which, quite apart from its decorative function, will 
also make a major difference in the ability to heat the Temple)--- 
rather, the pile had to be moved to make way for some kind of heat 
—-—the day before a mid-teens Vigil and Liturgy. The little box 
stove which has been installed is quite inadequate to the cask in 
the present drafty state of the Temple (but we get by with a friend- 
ly handwarmer)---but at that does a beccer job (thanks co the fully 
installed roof insulation) than the big Ashley was able co do last 
winter. The celebrant (for the Altar is largely unaffected by the 
heater) is made a bit less miserable by the presence of a propane 
catalytic heater given by a brother priest farther north, who had 
no further use for it. Obnoxious as its noise and smell, it will 
have to be tolerated until further draft-reduction can be done on 
the walls. We also returned from the latest pilgrimage with many 
other gifts for the Temple-—-candles, a relic of St. Ignatius the 
God-bearer, a number of holy rocks from the Holy Land's sacred 
places, incense--the list could go on and on, and any attempt at 
completeness could only result in some unforgiveable omission. .It 
18 a great foy and consolation for us to know how many of our bre- 
thren in other places care that the Temple here, simple though it 
may be, should be well-provided for the Service to which it is de- 
dicated. The most obvious and crying need at the moment is for 
higher-quality laminated prints for the principal icons of the Lord 
and the Theotokos for the iconostasis; hopefully, these may be pro- 
vided in the not-too-distant future. If there are any wandering 
Orthodox carpenters at large who would like to spend a few days at 
Agape and undertake some of the panneling work, they would be most 
welcome! 
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FARM NOTES 


As is often the case in the winter, there is a great deal to do and 
not very much to report. While we can scarcely go into hibernation 
along with the bears and the trees (but fortunately the cedars don't 
—-they provide an excellent source of warmth for the horses), what 
1s to be done isn’t very glamorous. No water bills, but sometimes 
many not too comfortable hours of crying to insure that water lines 
don't freeze, failure, then starting all over again to unfreeze them. 
‘This winter threatens to be much worse than usual. While there's 
plenty of water for our needs (and for that matter for many more 
people as well), there's scarcely enough co maintain a sufficient 
flow rate in the lines (one of which is several hundred feet of small 
pipe on top the ground) to prevent them from freezing. Unless the 
water supply improves before the.onset of really cold weather, it {s 
likely that there'll have to be a great deal of water-hauling to the 
horses done. 


The beginning-of-winter fence maintenance was accomplished soon af- 
ter our return, and the beasts brought home from their many-week es 
capade on our neighbor's farm (where they had remained thanks to his 
kindness and generosity, under better fences than we have). Fortu- 
nately, their return was effected before bitter weather might have 
made the task of rounding them up unpleasant. In the process, Amy 
revealed herself to be a first-class horse-catcher---a promise of 
future work to be done! 


We're somewhat embarrassed to have made the (temporary) decision to 
buy firewood for the beginning of the winter. The price, however, 
was such as to make the offer irresistable in view of the extreme 

crunch created by our prolonged absence. But every time we look at 
that pile of bought wood, we feel a bit absurd and guilty. It will 
be good to get this issue of LIVING ORTHODOXY off the press and get 
back into the woods for a whil 


God willing, perhaps this winter we will get some of the garden pre- 
paracion work done that we know every winter needs to be done: 
turning beds before the spring wetness, disposing of weeds and vines 
which can only make spring cultivation more difficult. Despite the 
fact thac winter is only begun, it seems such a short time till Feb- 
ruary. 
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THE FAITH OF THE SAINTS 
by the REV. SYHEON HILL 
(reprinted Frem ORTHODOK LIFE, Vol. 27 No. 2, Rarch-tpril 1977) 


In the early days of the Church which Christ established, many false 
teachings sprang up like tares among the wheat, leading people away 
from the true Faith. A number of books have come down to us from 
those days which expose those errors and proclaim the right Faith 
(Orthodoxy). 


Today, some children of the Church are being led astray by the att- 
ractiveness of other churches and doctrines. Even though they may 
not formally join these groups, they find the services to their lik~ 
ing. They often begin turning away from the traditions followed by 
the majority of their acquaintances. What causes this defection from 
the One Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church? It is not because they 
lose love for God; neither is it because they desire to escape from 
strict discipline. It is due to a weak or faulty understanding of 
what the True Church really is. When one believes correctly about 
the Church of Christ, there is only one Church he will be found in 
=the Orthodox Church. 


Most organizations that call themselves ‘Christian’ have at least 
two teachings in common: they teach that Jesus Christ is the Redeem- 
er Who has saved us from our sins, and that the Bible is the Word of 
God. Because of this basic unity of thought with the Orthodox Church 
on such fundamental Issues, it is easy for one to feel that most 
churches are 'good’=-that they are truly Christian. Yet there are 

a number of reasons why this is not the case. We can discover it 
through the testimony of Holy Scripture, Church history, and the 
lives of the men and women of God who are the Saints. 


IS THE BIBLE ENOUGH? 


If one would read the declaration of faith of each and every denomi- 
nation, one would discover that, without variation, they will claim 
to have a full revelation of the truth, ‘because,’ they proudly say, 
'we believe the Bible and nothing but the Bible.' At each service, 
the preaching of the Scriptures occupies a prominent place. Yet 
upon close study, it is discovered that each denomination differs 
(sometimes radically) upon such basic issues as the nature of the 
Church, when it started, the nature of the Holy Trinicy, the manner 
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in which Christ accomplished our salvation, the existence of heaven 
or hell, the nature of the Eucharist, the necessity of baptism and 
the way it should be performed, and so forth 


One must realize that these dear people are not ignorant. Most of 
their leaders are real students of the Bible, and many of them know 
Greek and Hebrew. Yet they all arrive at different conclusions when 
reading the same Holy Bible. Great numbers of outright heretics 
(such as the Jehovah's Witnesses, Mormons, Christian Scientists) al- 
so lay claim to some portion of the divinely-inspired Scriptures as 
the basis of their false teachings. What are we to do? Should we 
forbid anyone to read it? Should we treat it as a dangerous book 
No, none of these is a viable solution. One must accept that the 
Scriptures are necessary, that they are indeed given to us 'for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness 
that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works’ (IT Tim 3:16-17). 


‘The Holy Scriptures themselves warn against the misuse of their con- 
tent. The holy Apostle Peter said, '..-know this first, that no pro- 
phecy of the scriptures is for any private interpretation.’ (II Pe- 
ter 1:20) If, then, one must not individually interpret that which 
the Holy Spirit has given us, how is this great book to be interpret- 
ed? We said at the beginning that a correct knowledge of the Church 
is essential for our salvation, and that the Bible itself directs us 
to the source of its own interpretation. ‘God hath set some in the 
Church (as)...teachers' (I Cor 12:28). And regarding che members of 
the Church, the Apostle asks, ‘Are all teachers?" (v. 29). Obvious- 
ly not. (Cf. I Cor 12:28-29; Eph 4:9-16; I Tim 4:14; I Tim 2:2,4) 
Presbyters and bishops are mentioned as teachers of the Faith. 


So membership in the Church, the Right-Believing (Orthodox) one, is 
a preprequisite. Within the Church God gives a gift to those who may 
teach the truth of the Scriptures. It is then quite important to 
find this Church, is it not? For the Bible says we may not inter- 
pret the Scriptures ourselves. And the Bible says thera is a Church 
which contains men especially chosen by God to be our teachers. No- 
thing is plainer. The New Testament is full of warnings against 
false teachers. It warns that great punishment will befall those 
that change the doctrines of the Apostles by adding or subtracting 
from their words (Gal 1:8; I Tim 1:3, 2:12; 6:3; Rev 2:20, 22:18-19) 
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‘The Holy Church has within herself teachers who make plain the truth 
of God. And the Holy Spirit never contradicts what He has already 
revealed through His inspired teachers. Whatever we hear today mus 

be in solid agreement with what the holy teachers of the past taught 

No new doctrines can be revealed; the Apostles taught it all (Gal 1:18) 


Historically, che canon (those writings to be included in Holy Scrip- 
ture, as opposed to those to be excluded from it*) of the Scriptures 
was codified hundreds of years after the foundation of the Church 

and her world-wide missionary efforts. The Church passed judgement 
on the inspiration of the available writings by what was being taught 
and had been taught for the four hundred years after Christ had es- 
tablished her. In other words, the infallibility of doctrine was to 
be found in the One Church and her teaching. If what the writing 
said coincided with the ancient teaching of the Church, it was ac- 
cepted as being from the hands of the Apostles 


For those who find this a new concept (that the Church is infallible) 
let us look to the Scriptures once more. The holy Apostle Paul 
writes to Timothy, '...that thou mayest know how thou oughtest co 
behave thyself in the house of God, which is the Church of the liv~ 
ing God, the pillar and ground of the Truth' (I Tim 3:15). Take note 
that the Church is the pillar of the Truth---that which upholds it 
or, as Webster puts it, ‘keeps erect, supports, maintains’ the Truth 
Let us say at this point that the Orthodox categorically believes 

in the divine inspiration of the canon of Holy Scripture. 


The Orthodox doctrine of infallibility cuts across both the Protes- 
tant and Roman teachings. The Protestant claims a sort of dual in~ 
fallibility---of Scripture and of himself, whereas the Roman claims 
infallibility for his pope. Neither concept can be found in the Ho- 
ly Scripture. Instead, the Orthodox teaching of the infallibility 
of the entire Church is the correct one. In the history of the 
Church there have been councils whose decisions were never accepted 
by the fulness of the Body of Christ. Those councils are merely 
facts of history. They never changed the body of Truth residing in 
the Holy Church. When realizes this great fact---that of the infal- 
Libility of the fulness of the Church---one is then ready to find 
the salvation which Christ came to bring to the whole world. The 
Church knows the way and has always known and taught it. 
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IS FAITH ENOUGH? 


If one listens to revival broadcasts on the radio or television, one 
can hear that to be 'saved' we need only ‘believe’ on Christ as our 
‘personal Savior’. Public preachers cry aloud, ‘Not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved 
us...', ‘only believe...faith alone...not by works....' On and on 
they drone. 


‘The trouble with these preachers is that they are half wrong and half 
right. They are wrong in quoting Scripture out of context, first of 
all. They take one verse and use it to prove something never meant 
by the inspired author. The teachers of the Church see it clearly: 
no 'works' of humanity healed the breach between God and man. His 
mercy and love alone accomplished Redemption. This is what is meant 
by the statement that no works of goodness are acceptable to God 

for He has already taken the curse of separation from God away from 
all mankind. 'For God so loved the world that He gave His only- 
begotten Son...' (John 3:16). The ‘right’ part of the sectarian 
message is the part concerning faith. For indeed, ‘without faith i 
is not possible to please God' (Heb 11:6). But here, too, the sec~ 
tatian errs, not heeding the Church. He views God's salvation as a 
child might view a present---something to take and own. This concept 
shows that the sectarian has missed the point entirely about the na- 
ture of che spiritual life that Christ came to bestow upon us. 


The Apostle James, first bishop of Jerusalem and relative of our 
Lord, taught the Church concerning salvation: 'Be ye doers of the 
Word and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves...receive with 
meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls...But 
whosoever looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth in 
it, he being not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this man 
shall be blessed in his deed’ (Jas 1:21-25). The Apostle tells us 

a few things different from the radio preachers. He says that some- 
thing is planted in us, something we must work at to see perfected 
in us. St. James continues: ‘What doth it profit, my brethren, 
though a man say he have faith, and have not works? Can faith save 
him?... But wilt thou know, 0 vain man, that faith without works is 
dead?... Ye see, then, that by works a man is justified, and not by 
faith only... For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith 
without works is dead also’ (Jas 2:14, 17, 20, 24, 26). 
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Once again, the Holy Church of the living God reveals all things ne- 
cessary for the salvation of our souls. She tells us: ‘Believe in 
God, that He has provided for your salvation from hell through the 
victory of the Lord Jesus Christ.’ This is necessary, this faith in 
all that God is---love, mercy, holiness. Then che Church repeats the 
Apostolic message: "Then Peter said unto them, ‘Repent and be baptized 
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Moly Spiric'" (Acts 2:38). 
That is what the Apostles said, and so do we today, neither adding 
nor subtracting from it. It is indeed a good work, to be thrice 
plunged into water in the name of the Holy Trinity, taking upon our- 
selves the name of Jesus Christ. It is a part of our salvation that 
by threefold immersion we are able to wash away all our sins. With= 
out Christ's death on Calvary, the water would be lifeless. Because 
of this atonement, though, the waters are charged with grace to wash 
away our sins. 


Following this, the Church seals us with the seal of the gift of the 
Holy Spirit through Chrismation and the laying on of hands, as did 
the Apostles (Acts 8:17). (The charismatics lay claim to rediscover- 
in the ‘laying on of hands‘, but the Holy Church of che Apostles has 
been doing this quietly and consistently for nearly 2,000 years. 1 
the results have not been as spectacular as the sectarians’, it is 
because the saints teach us to stir up che holy gift within ys for 
the subduing of our fleshly desires and for che cultivation of spi- 
ritual virtues. 


Holy Baptism and Chrismation are but two of the Mysteries of the 
Church. They are deeds done in obedience and faith which yield an 
infusion of grace in the doer. The third Mystery of Grace which we 
are commanded to perform is that of the Holy Body and Blood of Our 


Lord. God and Saviour Jesus Christ. This is an act of pure faith, 
for nothing works without faith. Tf faith without works is dead, how 
much more are works without faith dead! Partaking of the Holy Eucha- 
rist is a deed we repeat many times in our life. And as often as we 
come to participate in the Mystical Supper, we say these words: 'I be- 
lieve, 0 Lord, and I confess, that Thou art truly the Christ, the Son 
of the Living God, Who came into the world to save sinners, of whom I 
am the chief....' If anyone doubt whether he, as an Orthodox Chris~ 
tian, had ever “accepted Christ as his ‘personal Saviour'," let him 
put that doubt to eternal rest. However, we do not do it only once, 
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but many times, continually. The Orthodox Christian is constantly 
repenting of his sins and offences against our holy and sinless Lord 
He is constantly receiving the Lord in all the fulness that is avail 
able to the Christian here on earth. 


The Church not only tells us what we must do to be saved, She also 
performs it with us, and we are spiritually and actually joined to 
Her by being joined co Her Head, even Christ 


IS ANYTHING ENOUGH? 


One logically arrives at this conclusion, for we have discovered that 
neither the Bible nor faith are sufficient in themselves to give us 
what we need to be saved. But there is one source that ever leads us 
to the promise of the Father-—-the eternal mercy of God shed on the 
dying world through Jesus Christ. 


When we finally see ourselves before God as filthy, leprous, having 
no good within us, ever struggling to believe God, ever filled with 
carnality, we know in the depths of our souls that nothing is enough 
to make us worthy. So God, in His infinite love and mercy towards 
all people of all times, keeps the Orthodox Church alive, for the 
gates of hell will never prevail against Her. Until Her Lord return 
to earth, She will continue to preach that Truth, even though it be 
hidden from the world and must be found by diligent search. But She 
will be there. Heresies will come and heresies will go. Saints 
will illumine Her holy existence before they, in turn, pass on Co 
work for Her members in the heavenly mansions. But the message re~ 
mains the same---truth never changes. Those who trade their faith 
for the world's passing glitter (even though they retain the name 
YOrthodox') shall ultimately fade away into the oblivion they have 
earned. 'The Truth (of the Lord endureth) unto generation and gene~ 
ration’ (Ps 99:5). 'Contend for the Faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints’ (Jude, v.3). 


CONGREGATIONAL SINGING IN CHURCH 
by ARCHBISHOP AVERKY OF JORDANVILLE 


Congregational [public] singing in Church is...a strictly Orthodox 
tradition, for it is of ancient Christian origin. The restoration 
of congregational singing in our time must be hailed, for it has 
the most profound roots in the very concept of our Divine Services, 
in which all the faithful must accept participation "with one mouth 
and one heart." 


The very structure of our Orthodox Divine Services, which requires 
a constant {nterchange, like a roll-call, of the exclamations of 
the priest and deacon with the reading of the tonsured reader, and 
the singing of the people, already presupposes the most active and 
conscious participation of all ‘those standing' in the Divine 
Service being celebrated, and not just a passive presence in the 
church, even if it is accompanied by private prayer. 


Such an active participation of the laity in the Divine Services is 
indicated by those numerous notations in the Typikon and Divine Ser- 
vice books where the word “JV#n:"...is very often replaced by the pro- 
noun “we," as for example, “we sing in the most attractive voice, 
‘ord I have Cried’," or, “and we sing ‘Joyous Light'," (Typ. Ch. 2). 
Very often, instead of the "lik", the expression, “people” is used: 
"and the people sing” (e.g. rubrics for Great Saturday at vespers). 


From this, the exclamation of the priest in the Divine Liturgy, in 
which he calls upon the worshippers to glorify and sing praises to 
God not only with "one heart,” but also with “one mouth,” becomes 
comprehensible. 


‘Thus, according to the concept of our Divine Services, all the faith- 
ful must take part in the singing, if not in all, then at least in 
the majority of our Church hymns, rather than standing in church like 
only idle spectators and listeners. The church is not a theatre, 
where one goes only to see and hear beautiful singing, but a place of 
common prayer, in which all must participate in a fully conscious 
manner. All the more proper is such participation in the singing of 
the Symbol of Faith, which is our common confession of faith, and in 
the singing of the Lord's Prayer, “Our Father," which is sent up from 
the person of all of us to God, our common Father. 
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‘The intrusion into our Divine Services of western concert-singing, 
accessible only to specially experienced singers with careful and 
lengthy preparation, forced out the choir of believers from a living 
participation in common liturgical singing and made those who come 
into church only listeners, but not living participants in common 
Church prayer. In this western theatrical singing, all the attention 
is concentrated not on the words, but on the melody, which is more or 
less artificial--with bravura or sentimentality--but not at all 
churchly. Under the influence of this singing, in which it is often 
impossible to even make out the words, and which is deeply alien to 
the Orthodox ascetical spirit, many began to come to church not for 
prayerful participation in the Divine Services, as in a common action 
of all the faithful, but only “to listen to beautiful singing," in 
order to experience aesthetic pleasure, which is, unfortunately 
accepted by many in our time as a prayerful feeling. This, in union 
with irreligious upbringing and irreligious, often Godless, school 
education, penetrated by an atheistic ani materialistic spirit, lead 
toa greater and greater departure from genuine church mindedness 
and the understanding of the Divine Services by the broad majority 
of the believers, As a result, there has been a very great weake: 
ing of the immense significance of our Divine Services as a "school 
of religious training.” Believers often come to church only "to 
cross the forehead," as the expression goes, but everything that 
takes place in church is alien and incomprehensible to them. It is, 
therefore, not amazing that we now find people who request to re- 
ceive Holy Communion at the all-night vigil, and are sincerely per- 
plexed and even offended when they are refused. 


‘The disappearance from our churches of congregational church singing 
and its replacement by a theatrical form of church singing by spe- 
cial "choirs" has undoubtedly aided the alienation of our society 
from churchmindedness. Thus, the surest path for a return of our 
irreligious society to the Church is the return to the ancient prac- 
tice which is in accord with the Church rubric: the restoration of 
congregational singing in our churches. 


(Reprinted from ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN WITNESS, VOL. XTV No. 15 (December 
1/14 1980); 10300 Ashworth Ave., Seattle, WA 98133. 


A‘: FLRST BISHOP 


INNOCENT OF 0.408: 


the address uhich follozs was deliv.rec in the presence of itis Sight °-serend Micholas, Bishop of A- 
laska and the Aleutian Islands, the "csbers and irien's of the Orthcdax church and the Parish School 
of St» Sergius, in San Francisco * it is included in 2 voluse of translations of Lives of the Saints 
land works by Fr» Sebastian Dabovich (pub.isted in 1698) who, we are infored, was the first Anerican~ 
born Orthodox priest. (One wosders, however, whether there were not previously native Ax 

dained to the priesthood in Alaska.) Ot"c portions of the woluve say appear in the future. 


As I stand here in the midst of this gathering, I picture in my mind 
another company, greater than this, filling the spacious halls of a 
more magnificent structure in the capital city of the Russian Empire 
-=Hatushka Moscow (dear mother isco). My imagination reaches 
still farther out, and I behold another throng of busy citizens, to- 
gether with young seminarians and prayerfully-inclined Christians, 
away off in Siberia, in che city of Irkutsk. { think I hear them 
speak the very name of him whom they hove come to honor, Innocent. 
My whole being thrills with a veneration at the sound of that name, 
My heart is filled with gladness when I think of tic pure joy and 
reasonable pride of the country folk in rural Anginskoe of the Pro~ 
vince of Irkutsk---the native home of the Most Reverend Metropolitan 
Innocent. 


Yet all these multitudes and territorial distance are but a part of 
the whole, celebrating a great event. Look you..-the tribes of Kam~ 
chatka with the Yakut race sing of him, while the Aleut and the Alas- 
kan Indians gratefully commemorate their teacher on this day-~-the 
one hundredth anniversary of his birth. While the great Orthodox 
Missionary Society in Russia, which today upholds our prosperous 
Church in Japan and in other parts of the world, is paying honor to 
che sacred memory of its founder, we too bless this one hundredth 
birthday of our first bishop in America---the same Innocent, Metro- 
politan of Moscow. 


This great missionary, who passed away from this visible world eigh- 
teen years ago, and rests with his remains in the holy Trinity-St. 

Sergius Monastery, still dwells in the loving hearts of the differ~ 
ent people of his spiritual charge. 1 understand and feel the spe- 
cial privilege which I enjoy tonight, and for which I most hear ily 
thant thee, Gracious Bishop and Most Reverend Father in God. veeply 
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feeling the love of our archpastors, 1 become bold and venture co 
look into the unseen, where 1 behold che spiritual eyes of our lirst 
hard-working missionary, wich kindly light beaming upon this gacher- 
ing and approving of the feeble words of your son (to the Bishop) and 
your brother (to the Clergy), and your pastor (to the Congregation 
=--one of the first-born of the young American Orthodox Church. 


John Veniaminov, indeed, was a great man. As one of the first priests 
in Alaska, he labored for fifteen years long in several parts of chat 
vast region, making his home, principally, first in Unalaska, and 

then in Sitka. In those pioneer days of Alaska, an Aleutian baidar- 
ka or small canoe made of the skin of a walrus was the only means he 
had for his constant travel, and not seldom for his voyages of a long— 
er course. It often happened that in a mean, wet climate, his only 
somfore for whole months would be found in an earthen dugout. 1 will 
not detain you by repeating; you will soon hear, and also read for 
yourselves, of his life, and then you will know how in the Providence 
of God the Reverend Father John came to be known by the name of In- 
noent, and how he returned to Alaska---as the firs: bishop there, 

and Likewise as our first bishop in America. Brief accounts of his 
life are now printed in English, as well as in Russian and in other 
languages, and may be had for comparatively nothing. 


There are several people in this city who have personally seen him, 
and remember well the wholesome instructions of their gencle pastor 
=--Bishop Innocent, later the Metropolitan of Moscow. Besides the 
elder brethren and the elder sisters among you, some of the people 
mentioned are also fathers in their community. Our present Bishop 
and beloved Father in God was at one time under the spiritual rule of 
the Most Reverend Innocent, and that was during his student life in 
the Academy of Moscow, when Innocent was the Bishop of the Church of 
God in that Province. 


L have strong reasons for maintaining my assertion that this mission- 
ary priest, John Veniaminov, also landed on our shores here; and-- 
how I love to dwell on the thought !---he bestowed God's blessing on 
our beautiful California. It was in the fall of 1838 that this God- 
fearing worker left Sicka in a sailing vessel-—-to voyage down the 
whole length of the great Pacific, and make his way around Cape Horn 
co Europe and St. Petersburg. At that time the government of Alaska 
following che wise counsel of Baranov (another great man), obtained 
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and held land in California, where it had a flourishing colony in che 
part now known as Sonoma County. Baranov was well aware of the worth 
of Alaska, but he needed California as a storehouse of grain for the 
Great North, with its many resources and grand coast. The globe- 
circumnavigating vessels, coming from the north, certainly must have 
anchored in California waters, in order to take on supplies and make 
a final preparation before setting sail to round the Cape for Europe. 
And so it is possible chat our dear Missionary may have even offered 
the Divine Liturgy in the chapel at Fort Ross, and also baptized the 
Indians in the Russian River. 1 do not attempt to speculate on the 
idea that our apostle trod the sands where now our splendid city of 
San Francisco is built. For memory's sake I simply ask: Is there not 
a memory attached to Russian Hill in San Francisco? (Sone needed correction 
ray be supplied here by consulting the relevant portions of ST. INNOCENT, APOSTLE TO AMERICA, reviewed 
in LIVING ORTHOUORY, Vol 11 A.) 


A most remarkable man was this Russian priest from Siberia. He was a 
mechanic, navigator, school-teacher, administrator, and a preacher of 
the Gospel. A poor orphaned boy, too young to earn his own bread, 
must depend upon the charity of poor relatives and even of strangers 
for his very existence. Froma little town in the heart of Siberia 
he finds his way into the city of Irkutsk, where he becomes a pastor, 
beloved by his devoted people. Then he goes, as he thought, to give 
himself up with his entire strength and knowledge to the simple Al- 
euts, who ‘sat in darkness’ in the distant islands of the ocean, It 
was he, as he afterwards sat in che councils of the Most Holy Govern- 
ing Synod of our Church, who moved the proposition that the Orthodox 
Bishop in America should transfer his residence from Sitka to San 
Francisco. 


God selected the priest, John Veniaminov, to bear the light of Orcho- 
dox Christianity from ‘the East to the West', from Asia to America. 
And nobly did the great Russian Church prove herself worthy of the 
apostolic power of ‘rightly dividing the word of Truth' by carrying 
out the work in all its detail. She faithfully kept the Apostles! 
will as expressed in these words: "Let the elders that rule well be 
counted worthy of double honor, especially they who labor in the word 
and teaching"--~she elevates her missionary to a high post. In his 
new office as an archpastor, the Most Reverend Innocent created two 
more dioceses in eastern Siberia, besides the church of Alaska. He 
was ever sailing over the ocean, or driving in reindeer and dog sleds 
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over a country thousands of miles in extent, everywhere baptizing the 
natives, for whom he has introduced the use of letcers, and translated 
the Gospel into their native tongues. 


It has been, and still is, che habit of some who are unfriendly co 
the Orthodox Church to speak of her as a dead church. Such a daring 
charge could be uttered for three reasons, and they are these: Such 
persons are either determined on a certain course of public policy, 
with no respect for the truth, or they are not inclined to think well 
of Eastern Christians, whom it would be inconvenient to recognize as 
brethren while enjoying personal comfort through social connections 
but {f it be not thaz, it {s because of a light head and total igno- 
rance of the facts in universal history. In modern cimes the Russian 
Church has proved, in more instances than one, that she is alove with 
the missionary spirit. May we condemn che Slavonic Orthodox Church 
in the Balkan States, and in Austria, simply because she is struggling 
for her existence in spite of the aggressive intrusion on her own 
ground of the brethren of the Society of Jesus? Nor is the influx of 
American Sectarian preachers in Arabia and in Palestine a reason which 
could justify anyone in saying that the Church of Christ in those 
parts is dead! In these days we know something of what enslavement 
to the Turk involves. And what, in common justice---to say nothing 
of Christian charity---have we a right to expect from those groaning 
under such bondage? Have we the conscience to ask that they should 
make converts, when now for five hundred years they have been strug- 
gling, as in a bloody sweat, to keep Christianity alive under Mos~ 
lem tyranny? And, in that time, how many martyrs of every age and 
condition have shed a halo around the Oriental Church? Not less than 
a hundred martyrs of these later days are commemorated in the ser- 
vices of the Church, and countless are the unnamed ones, who have 
suffered for the Faith in these five hundred years of slavery. In 
1821, Gregory, Patriarch of Constantinople, was hung at the door of 
his cathedral on Easter Day. Many other prelates and prominent peo- 
ple were put to death in Adrianopolis, Cyprus and the Ionian islands 
in Anatolia and Mount Athos. And yet, none apostatized from the 
Church of Christ. Are not such martyrdoms the best way of making 
converts? It was thus that, in the first three (and more) centuries 
of our era, the Church was founded in those lands by the Apostles 
and their successors. How can it be said that, among people who 
could so die for the Faith, there was no real spiritual life? Has 
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not the Greek Church shown by her deeds the steadfastness of her 
faith? 


But it is not our purpose to lecture on history. Nor is it out of 
a mere curiosity that we are here. Let us now look to the duty we 
have before us this hour. We are gathered here to show our grati- 
tude to our benefactor, and also in a becoming way to honor the me~ 
mory of our dear Archpastor, Metropolitan Innocent. "Remembering 
him who has had the rule over us' and our fathers-~-the Christians 

of this Diocese; ‘remembering him who had spoken unto us the Word of 
God", let us now, according to the divine commandments, ‘consider 
his end', so that we may be able the better to follow the example of 
strong faith, which he gave us throughout his whole life. Although 
he was much weakened in his last days by old age and sickness, yet 
the venerable prelate retained his mind clear up to the last, and 
truly his course on earth was appropriately crowned with a bright 
Christian end. ‘Tell them,’ he said, as he was about to sleep, ‘that 
no eulogies be pronounced at my funeral, they only contain praise. 
Let them rather preach a sermon, it may be instructive; and here is 
the text for it: The ways of man are ordered by the Lord.’ 


REVIEW: HLEROSCHEMAMONK FEOFIL 


Ascetic and Visionary of the Kievo-Pecherskaya Lavra; gathered and 
compiled by Vladimir Znosko; Holy Trinity Monastery 1970 (Jordanville, 
NY 13361; not listed in the current catalog, but some copies appa- 
rently still available.) 


In a continuing attempt to assault the intelligence (and thereby per- 
haps contribute to the salvation of the souls of) our readers, we 
turn our attention to another ‘Fool for Christ's Sake’, who lived and 
died only a little more than a hundred years ago. His life begins 
with one of those stories which to the 'educated' are quite unpala- 
table, to those with ‘common sense’ absurd...but with which the an- 
nals of Christian history are filled---the story of @ child marked 
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from the very outset for a special role in the economy of salvation 


One of twins, Foma (as he was named at Baptism) immediately revealed 
his peculiarity by refusing to nurse-—-either at his mother's breast 
or any other. Further, he refused all forms of milk, finally accept: 
ing only a broth of boiled potato-water, turnips and carrots. From 
the outset, it seems that he would live on only the most austere 
monks' diet. (This is by no means the only such story in the Lives 
of the Saints, but it is not a terribly common one.) Egged on by 
superstitious and ignorant peasant-neighbors, his mother became con- 
vinced that this child who rejected her was not her own child: 

deed, was not a human child at all, but rather a changeling substi- 
tuted by some witch. Becoming progressively more deranged, she de- 
termined to rid herself of him. Her poor servant-girl was ordered 
to take the child and throw him in the river. Distraught, she did 
so---only to see the infant float unharmed to the bank. A second 
attempt was no more successful---the infant floated upstream to an 
island in the midst of the river. Repenting her sinfulness, the 
girl retrieved Foma and ran with him to his mother, attempting to 
convince her of the error of her deeds. The mother, totally out of 
her mind, ran with him to a large mill-whee! and cast him under it 
convinced of the irrevocability of this act, both fled. But no 
sooner was the child under the wheel chan i groaned to a stop wich 
a great noise and rush of water, causing the miller inside to dash 
out to see what could have caused the mill co stop. Amidst the rag- 
ing and foaming water, the miller heard the cries of che infant far 
below, dashed down to retrieve him; as soon as he had left the pit 
the wheel resumed its normal turning. 


Such things ‘don't happen’, our ‘intelligence’ says-~-but then, nei- 
ther do such things as Incarnation and Resurrection. To be sure, i 
1s always possible for someone to make up a fantasy----but a fairly 
reliable index for distinguishing between fantasy and extraordinary 
Divine Providence is that fantasy does not lead to salvation for any- 
one, whereas Divine Providence is always ordered to that end 


‘The subsequent events of Foma's life more than amply demonstrated 
the divine Purpose in saving him from an untimely end; many are per~ 
haps no more palatable to an ‘educated’ consciousness than it its 
extraordinary beginning. It is not our intent here to replace the 
excellent collection of history and ane:dotes presented in the work 


A 


under consideration, to substitute for it a ‘diges: 
as usual, to entice. 


but rather, 


Feofil (as he was named when he was tonsured) was not such a man as 
to readily endear himself to his brethren. His dedication, his a 
terity and asceticism were beyond question. But he seemed to live 
without the slightest regard for the ‘conventions’, the ‘niceties! 
of the culture in which he dwelt. Often, his outrageous behaviour 
was quite unintelligible to those who lived around him...but just 
often, its significance became clear at some later time. Just one 
incident may suffice: 


Late in the blessed Feofil's life, the Emperor Nicolai Pavlovich 
visited the Metropolitan at the Lavra; grieved by the afflictions 
of Russia at that time and the oppressions of Orthodox Christians 
by the Moslems on the southern boundaries of the Empire, he ex- 
pressed to the Metropolitan a wish 'to know what awaits Russia in 
the future.' The Metropolitan, who had a deep regard for Feofil (at 
which, however, he had not arrived without much trouble!), proposed 
a visit to the Blessed One, to which the Emperor readily agreed. The 
Metropolitan sent a messenger to the hermitage with orders to keep 
Feofil there all day, but to no avail—-the elder slipped through 
the gates and into the woods (an exercise at which he had had much 
practice in his life). "Seeing in spirit the nearing of the Tsar’ 
carriage, he went out to meet it in Goloseyevo. Running through the 
bushes and scratching his hands and face into bloodiness, he found 
a large ant-hill some distance from the road. He dug into it with 
his hands and lay down in the middle of it on his back. 


"The weather that day was sunny and warm and the drive was very plea~ 
sant, but all the while the Tsar was silent and in deep thought, 
looking about the surrounding countryside, pointing to an object 
which had caught his eye. 'A dead body, or what?! 


Vladika looked in the direction in which the Tsar was pointing, but 
his aging eyes could not see what was lying there. 


“'Gavril!' he turned to his valet who was sitting in the coach-box. 
‘Have a look, brother!" 


"There is a man lying there, Your Eminen 
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* Gavrilka answered, 


turning around. ‘But he {s not dead, he's alive. See there, his 
feet are moving.’ 


‘What is he lying on,’ the Sovereign asked. 


"It would seem that he is lying on an ant-hill, Your Imperial Maje: 
ty," answered Gavrilka. 


"*Strange, said the Tsar to this, and ordered the coachman to turn 
off to the side. 


When the travellers got out of the carriage and approached the anthill 
Feofil was lying there, not moving. His arms were folded on his chest 
cross-wise, as in death, and his eyes were completely closed. . Ants 
swarmed in masses all over his body and face, but he, as if feeling 
nothing, pretended to be dead. 


"'This is Schememonk Feofil,’ the Metropolitan quietly whispered to 
the Sovereign and walked up closer. ‘This is that very starets whom 
we are going to visic.* 


"twhy {s he lying here?’ Nikolai Pavlovich asked in amazement. ‘Find 
out, won't you?! 


“'Peofil!’ Viadika bent toward the Blessed One. ‘Why are you lying 
here?! 


"Silence. 
"Get up, I tell you, culprit! The Sovereign wants to talk with you. 


"Neither sound nor movement. 


w'strange!' said the Sovereign with annoyance and, angrily waving his 
hand, he turned back to the carriage. 


No! This is not to be forgotten without reflection, Your Imperial 
Majesty, noted the Metropolitan to the Monarch when they sat down 
in the carriage. 'My heart knows that this prank of his has a very 
deep significance." 


thse 


"But no matter how hard Vladika tried to reason out the meaning of 
the Startets' behaviour for the Sovereign, he could not give a clear, 
positive answer. 


“Some time elapsed and the war with Turkey was declared. On Septem- 
ber 2, 1854, the allied fleet pulled in to the shores of the Crimea 
and landed a large army of about 70,000 English, French and Turkish 
troops." The siege and valiant defense of Sevastopol followed, end- 
ing in the virtual massacre of the Russian defenders. The Emperor, 
broken in spirit by the sufferings of his people, finally succumbed 
to a severe cold and died on February 18, 1855. 


‘The Metropolitan ‘wept openly when he received the staggering news 
of the death of the beloved Monarch,’ and then called to him his va- 
let Gavril. 


"'Do you: remember, Gavril, our trip with the Sovereign to Kitayev’ 
And do you remember the ant-hill and Feofii on it? 


"How could I forget, holy Viadika 
ago?! 


even though that was three years 


"'Take note, then, that up to now I could not understand his strange 
behaviour. Now, the prophecy of the Starets is as clear as God's 
day. The ants were the malicious enemies of our fatherland, trying 
to torment the great body of Russia. The arms folded on his chest 
and the closed eyes of Feofil were the sudden, untimely death of our 
beloved Batiushka-Tsar.'" (pp. 109-111) 


The incident brings to mind the many ‘acted prophecies’ recorded in 
the Old Testament...vivid cautions to those with ‘eyes to see’ of the 
inevitable consequences of their actions and attitudes, as well as 

of the predispositions of others. In this case, it seems, no one had 
‘eyes to see’ until it was too late—--which is often the case with 
such prophecies. On more than one occasion, however, Feofil's veiled 
prophecies did change the attitudes and courses of action of those 
who sought him. 


"An important landowner came to the Blessed One. Surrounded by a 
whole suite of serfs, she stopped in her carriage in front of the re~ 
sidence of the Blessed One and. with a smile, began to look in all 
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directions through a lorgnette. 


"Tell me, please. Where does Feofil live here?! she haughtily 
asked the cell-mate who came out to her. 


"'There he is, digging in the garden.' 


“The curious lady glanced back and, seeing the Blessed One digging 
beds while wearing nothing but his under-robe, she spat aside with 
contempt. 


""Fie! What ignorance! Walking about the monastery in nothing but a 
long shire!" 


"In nothing but a long shirt,' the Starets said, mimicking her as he 
came up closer. ‘Eh, you white-handed princess! And why have you 
stripped your serfs to their last shirt? And why did you let them 
out into the world without a piece of bread? To ruin people there is 
no conscience, and yet, before a humble monk, shame appeared! Repent, 
excessive pride! Love your nearest ones or else it will be bitter 
for you when your sinful soul will stand in the nakedness of shame- 
less matters before the face of God's judgement. 


"This outpouring so stunned the woman that she immediately lept out 
of the carriage with tears of repentance and spent a whole hour in 
the Scarets' cell, begging him for forgiveness and prayers." (pp 

63-64) 


The incidents are many, but always there runs through them the common 
theme: the man who is willing to make a fool of himself, to do any- 
thing no matter how ludicrous, in the interest first, of distracting 
any attempt to idolize him; and, second, of leading others to a more 
profound awareness of themselves, of their own sinfulness and their 
need for repentance. It simply didn't matter to him what anyone 
thought of him--and indeed, on those rare occasions when he offered 
some insight which might have vindicated his outrageous behaviour, he 
took great pains to avoid its becoming generally known. 


His behaviour during Divine Liturgy (for he was a priest) was so out— 
ragious as to be painful even to read about. In an official report, 
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the superior of the hermitage where he lived wrote: "Evidently Feo- 
fil never washes his hands or his face. During the Liturgy he stands 
before the altar-table as if dumbfounded and requires constant di- 
rections. He is constantly arranging his braided plait. He holds 
his book befote himself, but apparently rarely reads the required 
prayers and seldom does he reverence. Having wiped his nose on his 
hand, he bends down and wipes it on the garments of the altar-table. 
(s+) Feofil partakes of the Holy Mysteries very quickly and chen 
goes to the sacristan's door, looking at the people (as if showing 
off) and reads the prayers of thanksgiving." And so on. On at le 
‘one occasion, Feofil was suspended from priestly function--~small 
wonder! But Metropolitan Filaret acquired a deeper insight into the 
strange behaviour of the Blessed One, and simply made efforts to get 
him put into the right place at the right time. Feofil did make ex- 
planation to one of the brothers, who relayed it to the Metropolitan: 


jt 


"11 Licurgize according to the correct order, read all the required 
prayers, and I honor the celebrant as my leader. But when I go deep 
into contemplating the fulfilment of the Mystery, I forget myself 
and all that 1s around me. During the Divine Liturgy, 1 see a cro 
shaped ray of Light coming down from above and hovering over the ce~ 
lebrant and all those around him, Sometimes it hovers over everyone. 
I see a strange dew descending on the Holy Gifts and shining angels 
soaring above the altar-table, saying ‘Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sa- 
baoth; heaven and earth are full of thy glory!’ Then my whole being 
is enraptured unspeakably and I am unable to tear myself away from 
the sweet vision. 0 brother, I am not justifying myself; I am only 
telling the absolute truth. Only 1 beg you, do not reveal what 1 
have said or else 1, a smelly sinner, will become temptation to 
others.'" (pp. 76 & 81) 


So Feofil was allowed to live in peace....and continue to disrupt 
the Liturgical harmony of the monastery. Likewise, his living wit 
ness, and that of his many brothers and sisters who have lived as 
fools-for-Christ’s-sake disrupt and disturb the ‘harmony’ of our own 
consciences—which {s all too often artificial and contrived—-if 
only we will allow them to do so. And therein lies the pathway to 
a truly divine vision and harmony, for God's order is not the order 
of the world, any more than His peace is the world’ peace. 
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SING UNTO THE LORD A NEW SONG 


‘The Church's song is always a new song, but it is also always the 
same...a song of praise to the Creator and Lord of all. Through the 
ages it has grown, been enriched, and been carried into a multitude 
of the éarth's languages and cultures. In our own day, the labor i 
in progress of bringing that song into the English language, into 

the American culture (and of course many others as well). The labor 
was begun even in the last century, but is far from complete. For 
those who would sing to the Lord in English, the task of acquiring 
the needed materials is considerable—-for it is not of the nature of 
the true Church for each to devise his oun method of worship, but ra~ 
ther for all to join into the endless song which has been raised to 
the Lord from the very beginning. 


To the end of somewhat simplifying this task (for few of the needed 
materials are available through common booksellers, and not all can 
be located even in any one Orthodox source), we shall endeavor here 
briefly to indicate the types of materials needed and the sources 
from which they may be acquired. While materials pertaining spect- 
fically to the priestly office are not excluded, our principal con- 
cern is with those which might be expected to be of use to isolated 
laymen and groups of Orthodox Christians who seldom have the ser~ 
vices of a priest. 


Unfortunately, it is quite impossible at chis time to attain any kind 
of uniformity of translation even of the most basic texts. A commit~ 
tee on English texts has been formed by the Synod, and it is to be 
hoped that an official translation of the Divine Liturgy will not be 
long in appearing. When it does, it may then become possible to 

seek the issuance of a small booklet of basic prayers and psalms, to 
be used in conjunction with other materials...and providing a uni- 
form translation for those frequently-used prayers. 


Perhaps the most central document invany liturgical library is the 
Psalter...che basic hymn-book of the Church. Traditionally, the Psal- 
ter incorporates as well the nine Old Testament Odes which are (even 
if infrequently in parish use) to be used during the Canon at Matins 
For this book, there is one obvious choice...the Psalter issued by 


—48—— 


Holy Transfiguration Monastery (278 Warren St., Brookline, MA 02146). 
Beautifully bound and printed, and lovingly translated from the Greek 
text of the Psalms (which is the official text of the Church), it is 
a volume which inspires not only by its divine content, but also by 
its earthly beauty. 


If the Psalms are to be read in their proper context (the daily cycle 
of the psalms is given at the back of the Psalter), it is necessary 
to have texts for the common of the daily Office. While the Prayer 
Book (a very useful and beautiful little volume in itself, containing 
much private devotional material of value) issued by Holy Trinity 
Monastery (Jordanville, NY 13361) contains some of the material from 
the daily Office, it is insufficient for a satisfactory liturgical 

use by itself. This lack has been partially remedied in an unoffici- 
al text prepared and released by Fr. Lawrence at Holy Trinity, The 
All-Might Vigil, which gives all the common parts of the Divine Office 
for Vespers, Matins, and the First Hour, as they are used at the Great 
Vigil on Sundays and Feasts. With minor adaptations, this same book 
can be used for weekday offices. A companion pocket-sized priest's 
volume (with matching translations!) gives those portions of the ser 
vice which are used only when a priest serves. 


The remaining day hours of the Divine Office are incorporated in a 
matching Divine Liturgy book issued by Fr. Lawrence, as they are nor- 
mally recited before the beginning of the Divine Liturgy on Sundays. 
This same volume provides all the necessary texts for the people (as~ 
suming full congregational involvement in the singing of the common 
parts of the service) for the Divine Liturgy, and as well the requi- 
site variable parts (Troparia, Kontakia, Prokimena, Alleluias, Com- 
munion Verses, etc.) for the eight Resurrectional Tones, the Common 
Services, and nearly every particular Sunday and Festival Service 
which is likely to be specially kept in parish usage. Again, a match- 
ing priest's book is available. 


The only remaining component of the daily Office, Compline, is also 
available from Fr. Lawrence. As well, from the same source has just 
come a printing of the entire Royal Hours for the Vigil of the Nati- 
vity. Presumably, a similer printing will be undertaken for those 
other occasions on which the Royal Hours are prescribed. 
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In'the interest of matching translations, it is perhaps to be hoped 
that Fr. Lawrence (as if the poor man hadn't enough to do!) may also 
be able to prepare a volume for the Obednitsa, or Reader's Service, 
for use in place of the Divine Liturgy when there is no priest. In 
the meanwhile, there is available such a volume, nicely printed, from 
the St. Herman's Orchodox Seminary (OCA) in Kodiak, AK 99615. 


These are the fundamental materials, but there yet remain the varia 
ble parts of the services, which play such an enormous role in in 
scruction and spiritual formation in Orthodox worship. Tt is in this 
area that we suffer most greatly from absent and insufficient mate- 
rials. Fundamental is the Octoechos, the eight-week cycle of the 
Resurrectional office. The Octoechos for Sundays has been prepared 
by the Monastery of Our Lady of the Veil in France, by Mother Mary, 
and is available in a ‘perfect’ binding 8txll format. (This and o- 
ther materials by published by this Monastery are perhaps best ob- 
tained either from Holy Trinity Monastery or from the Synodal book- 
store (75 E. 93rd Sc., New York, NY 10028)). It is our underscand— 
ing that a limited number of copies will be bound at Holy Trinity 
Monastery...bes: inquire quickly! The Occoechos for the other days 
of the week is available only in the first cone (from the same 
source). To the best of our knowledge, the other seven tones are 


unavailable in English at all. 


The Lencen Triodion, which includes all the proper maerials for eve~ 
ry day of Great Lent and also for che preparatory weeks, unfortunate- 
ly requires two volumes. The majoricy of the material is available 
in a! hardbound volume from Faber and Faber (which had best be pro- 
cured while supplies last...whenever reprinting occurs, the price is 
certain to greatly exceed its present $27.00). The balance is avail 
able in a paper binding from the Monastery of the Veil. Both vol- 
umes were prepared by the same people, and so are simple to use to~ 
gecher. 


The Pentecostarion, which includes the services for Pascha and the 
entire Paschal period, is to the best of our knowledge unavailable 
in English in any even remotely complete form. The Office for Eas~ 
ter Day is available from the Monastery of the Veil, and those ma~ 
terials necessary for che Divine Liturgy are incorporated in Fr. 
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Lawrence's Liturgy Book. If anyone knows of a source for the Pen- 
tecostarion (whether in English or in Anguish), please advise, and 
notice will be given in a subsequent issue...and we will rejoice. 


The Festal Menaion, published also by Faber and Faber (but unhappily 
now available only in a paper binding), provides the complete Office 
for most of the Great Feasts of the Church. 


The Common Menaion, which provides propers for each of the classes 
of saints commemorated by the Church (for use when there is no pro- 
per Office, or when it is unavailable...which is often the case in 
English), as well as common services to Our Lord, to the Theotokos, 
to the Forerunner, etc., is so far as we are aware available only in 
a nineteenth century ‘pony’ translation---Anguish, not English. The 
translation was done by Orloff, was long out of print, then was re~ 
printed (as part of a sec since replaced by other more useable vol- 
umes), and to the best of our knowledge is again out of print. For 
want of anything better, however, it is a worthwhile volume to have 
if there is any intent to keep a daily commemoration of the saints. 
A rumor has reached us that somewhere there is a new translation o 
the Common Menaion in progress, but at what stage it stands we do not 
know. 


A number of the specific Offices for the Saints are available from 
the Monastery of the Veil, In general, the translations are excel- 
lent, and the material is printed in a good and readable form. Here 
and there throughout various Orthodox periodicals, and as well in 
some separate publications, there appear services to some of the more 
popularly-venerated of the saints. Of more enduring significance, 
perhaps, is the work now in progress by Reader Isaac Lambertson at 
Woly Trinity Monastery---the preparation of trial texts for the com- 
plete offices for the principal commemoration of each Sunday as i 
occurs. This truly gargantuan work, if pursued successfully to com- 
pletion, will in seven years result in the existence of a complete 
Menaion in English (corresponding to the twelve large volumes of the 
Greek and Slavonic Menaia). The materials are being provided in xe- 
roxed forms to those parishes and clusters of Orchodox Christians 
who are in need of them and will make use of them, mailed early e- 
nough to be on hand for each Sunday service. No price is affixed, 
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but bear in mind in making your request and accompanying donation 
that a fair 'market value’ for xeroxing and postage alone would be 
at least $2/week. 


It is our intent (for our own purposes) to attempt to index the par- 
ticular services which have come into our hands from whatever sources 
(periodicals and separate publications), exclusive of Br. Isaac's 
work. If there is indication from our readers of interest, this in~ 
dex will be printed in a subsequent issue of LIVING ORTHODOXY. We 
would also appreciate any assistance, in the form of either informa- 
tion or the materials themselves. 


In addition to these fundamental liturgical materials, there is a 
whole treasury of devotional materials which is to be found scattered 
here and there in English. The Jordanville Prayer Book is a good 
fundamental source, incorporating as it does various Canons and Aka- 
thists, the prayers of preparation for and thanksgiving after Holy 
Communion, daily (private) morning and evening prayers, etc. Again 
much of this material is scattered through the pages of periodicals 
and in individual pamphlet-publications. 


It is our hope that this summary may be of use to those who would en- 
rich their own lives through joining cheir prayer to that of the 
whole Church---for truly the Church's song is a great treasury of 
spiritual instruction and edification. Any comments, additions or 
corrections from our readers will be gratefully received. 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO THE CHRISTIANS OF THE WEST OF 
ANATOLY VLADIMIROVICH HAILO----born in 1955 


My parents are believers. 
During my school years my teachers kept trying to re-educate me and 
to turn me against my parents. in those days there were still many 
things which I had not seen and which I did not understand. My fa- 
ther brought me up in che Christian spiric and taught me no evil 

But people tried by all means co curn me against my father. 1 did 
not accept this and therefore I learnt what injustice is. All wit- 
nesses and all those present at my trial were astonished and revolt- 
ed that the tribunal condemned me so severely and unjustly 


I call upon everybody to pray for me that God may give me the 
strength to remain faithful co Him in all things. At the age of 18 
I was condemned to 8 years of imprisonment. This is my fifth year 
here. Half that time 1 have spent in the isolation cell. When 1 
was ill and asked for medical help it was refused. 


all or she sole reason thac my parents are believers and that 
I want to serve God 
Pouple kept coming to see me and interviewed me, trying always to 


make me slander my parents and cur 
co accept such a dirty compromise. 


against them, but I do not want 


My two young brothers, Michael and Alexander, were both taken away 
from home and placed in a special school. 


I have written a refutation of the article entitled "Who Are Thos. 
People the American Congressmen Stand Up For" published in che Li 
terary Gazette. The authors of that arcicle wrote that Vania Mois- 
seiev wrote lies to his parents saying chat he was put into an iso- 
lation cell where they froze his feet and where there was cold water 
running over his head. Whac Varia wroce was the truth---chis does 
happen in reality. Come and see ne where I am confined and let them 
allow me to show you----I will show you their isolation cells. Af- 
ter this refutation, they increased my sufferings. 


(In the original text there follows here a description of his tor~ 
tures and punishments.) 


God saw my heart and he allowed that I should be sent here and that 
I should see everything. If it had not happened, I would have been 
lost forever, and I thank my God for sending me this trial. 


Dear youth, dear brothers and sisters, dear Church of God in the 
whole world, pray for me that God give me the strength to be faith- 
ful to the end, so that I may not feel the fear of men, but only of 
God. 


How I regret that when I was free I used to read the Bible very lit- 
tle. How much I would like to read the Word of God about Daniel, a- 
bout Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and know all the Scriptures 
They were in everything faithful to God. I would like to follow 
their example. I ask God to give me the strength. And I call on 

all men throughout the world who do not yet know God: Make haste to 
come to Him for in Him you will find peace for your souls. Make rep- 
resentations for me {f you can. Let the whole world know what they 
do to believers and their children in the USSR. Once again, I beg 
all Christians and the youth throughout the world to pray for me. 


Your brother and friend, 
Anatoly Vladimirovich Hailo 
July 1977 


Distributed by ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX INFORMATION SERVICE, 243 Regent 
Sts, London WIR 8PN, ENGLAND. 
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